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      ADO34 - Angie Haughton’s favourite exhibit at Gaydon 

Area Secretary Welcome 
Welcome to this fourth edition of the WC Reading Matter.  
 

Highlights from July 
We have had a busy month, starting with our Picnic at Manley Mere which was a great 
success with seventeen cars turning up. A fine day was enjoyed with many taking 
advantage of the facilities and getting muddy on the adventure trail or taking a gentle 
walk around the Mere. Look out for this next year but with more cars. 

We also attended Clwyd Classics Car Show in Caerwys, as always an impressive 
show, if a little windy. 

A small group of us went to the British Motor Museum at Gaydon. The extended 
museum is a fantastic place to spend the day. My personnel favourite exhibit was a 
MG prototype (ADO34) which was a cross between a Midget and an MG 1300.  Some 
of us met Damon Hill who was there filming for Bargain Hunt, like his father, he was a 
true gent and made time to speak to us before rushing off to Hungary for the GP. I 
would recommend a visit if you are in the area. 

And to finish the month we had thirteen cars on our stand at Bodelwyddan Castle, and 
the weather stayed fair. A big thanks to Kev for bringing the BBQ and cooking for us 
all.  The stand was very busy all day with many visitors coming to admire our cars, I 
even had an offer for my midget!! As if I would sell. 

Member news & welcome 
We’d like to welcome new members that have recently joined us.  Please ensure we 
have your contact details. 
 
Phil Nightingale’s Midget is looking very smart again after last month’s encounter with 
a paint can in his garage.  Terry’s MG was a little incontinent on its way to 
Bodelwyddan but nothing that screwing the rad cap a bit tighter could not cure!  
 
Do you have any news, major works, MOT failures or successes or new cars, let us 
know, and give us the pictures. 
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Summer Picnic - 
Sunday, 3rd July 

Our inaugural picnic! Manley Mere 
in the sun!  

What a lovely day for members, 
families, friends from other MG 
clubs, dogs, and seventeen cars.  

Our first arrival was at 09h45 (a 
keen type) and last departure was 
the same person at 16h15 (still a 
keen type).  

Sparkling water on the Mere, kids of 
all ages getting wet and muddy in 
the adventure trail, or trekking 
around the mere on foot, picnics in 
the covered wigwam.  

What more could you ask?  

Well, seeing as you ask, same 
again next year please! 

A huge thank you to Neil Wallace for 
organizing this event and to you all 
for making it a great day out. 

The Jaguar XJ13. 

Visit to the British Motor Museum 

Report by Martin Williamson 

I can remember visiting the collection when it was at Syon Park in London 
in 1992, and then again in 1994 when it moved to its current home at 
Gaydon in 1993.  On both occasions, I was visiting from South Africa, and I 
suspect this had something to do with my desire to emigrate to the UK.   

One of the main concerns about the collection was the fact that the 
overflow was outside and exposed to the weather, and after the Rover 
Group was split up in 2000, Gaydon effectively came under Ford control 
and a large number of the historical cars from the pre Rover Group era 
were sold.  The focus shifted, understandably, from the BMC/BL era to a 
broader spread of models representing the British motoring history.  
Subsequently with the Tata buyout of Jaguar Land Rover, and Aston 
Martin’s presence at Gaydon, the collection has undertaken a shift in focus 
which is apparent in the focus on the JLR models on display. 

More recently, though, an extension has been built to house the overflow 
collection and this was reported in the MGOC’s “Enjoying MG” magazine.  

The opportunity to see the models that hadn’t been on display was too 
tempting, so after some enquiries, a date was fixed for our club visit.  As 
luck would have it, I was then scheduled to be away on business but 
fortuitously I was able to return on time in order to join the others. 

Neils Kennedy and Wallace, Phill and Shirley Jukes, Mike and Angie 
Haughton, and myself and my son turned up at 10.30am and were 
welcomed by friendly staff.  We were lucky enough to have timed the visit 
to coincide with an episode of Bargain Hunt being filmed, so look out for 
members of West Cheshire attempting to photobomb the cameras!  As 
mentioned by Angie already, Damon Hill was present and allegedly 
greeted Mike Haughton first, by name, as opposed to the other way round. 

The volunteer staff were most welcoming and knowledgeable, and in fact 
one of the volunteers, Stuart, had seen we were on the schedule for the 
day so arranged to use his wife’s TF and parked it at the entrance to the 
extension as a welcome.  I have to say, though, the upstairs is packed, but 
good to see the cars now stored more snugly.  Downstairs, though, is 
dedicated to Jaguar 
with numerous 
prototypes, first and 
last production models 
and the awesome 
XJ13 of which only one 
genuine car exists and 
is worth in the millions.  

Thanks to all the took 
part in the visit and to 
the staff at Gaydon. 



Other July News. 

 There was a good turnout for the show at Caerwys on the 10th of July, 
but as ever on these events in North Wales, it was very windy. 

On the morning of the 24th of July, Cars & Coffee again took place at 
Chester Castle Car Park, although this month there was only one MG, 
that of Neil Wallace.  It’s an early start (7.45am—10.15am) but 
enjoyable if you like other classics and performance cars.   

Bodelwyddan proved to be a fair day, overcast but the rain held off until 
late afternoon.  Thanks to Kev Robinson for catering on the stand, and 
with thirteen cars, the stand looked very impressive with the usual 
bunting, flags and display boards.  Thanks to Mike and Angie for 
organising this and the Caerwys events.   

 

August Club Night 

Please note that the club meeting on 

Tuesday, the 9th of August, at the 

Old Hall Farm is a special one.  We 

will have a representative from 

Sarcoma UK, and hopefully, along 

with Chris Galley’s widow, Sue, to 

accept a cheque raised from the 

Candles Run.  Please be there if you 

can. 

 

August Evening Run 

Thursday, the 25th of August is our 

evening run.  We’ll meet at the Old  

Hall Farm, and depart around 

7.00pm for a short run to the 

Bluebell Café at Barrowmore where 

a meal is on offer at £5 per head.  

Neil Wallace has again kindly 

arranged this visit and will provide 

more information at the meeting.  

Otherwise, please check the website 

at www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

You can always count on a 
V8 owner to open his 

bonnet! 

The club stand at Bodelwyddan Castle. 

Derek Gregory and grandson, Harrison 
enjoying time together at Bodelwyddan. 

The Late Chris Galley. 
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Contact Us 

Send us an email for more 

information about the club’s 

activities or to join us.  

West Cheshire MGOC 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Visit us on the web at  

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Forthcoming Events 
August: 

 Tuesday, 9th Aug - Club night at the Old Hall Farm  

 Sunday, 14th Aug - North Cheshire Classic Car Show 
at Claremont Farm, Clatterbridge. - Club stand. 

 Thursday, 25th Aug - Evening run to the Bluebell Café. 
Meet at the Old Hall Farm at 6.30pm. £5 per head for 
the meal. 

 Sat/Sun, 20/21st Aug - Passion for Power, Tatton 
Park. No club stand. 

 Sat/Sun/Mon, 27-29 Aug - Gold Cup at Oulton Park - 
Club stand.  Please submit details at the August 
meeting or email Martin. 

September: 

 Saturday, 3rd Sept - MGCC Race Championships at Oulton 
Park with the John Woods Trophy Cup 

 Sunday, 4th Sept - Festival of 1000 Classics at 
Cholmondeley Castle 

 Sat/Sun, 17/18th Sept - Event City, Trafford Park, 
Manchester.  No club stand. 

 Thursday, 22nd Sept - Visit to Ken West’s pre-War MG 
workshop. Leave from the Old Hall Farm at 7.00pm. 

 Sunday, 25th Sept - Autumn Run starting at the Cars & 
Coffee event at Chester Castle Car Park. Destination TBA. 

October: 

 Sunday, 2nd Oct - North Wales Walled Towns Run—

individual entries for  this event. Free to enter. 

December: 

 Tuesday, 13th Dec - Christmas meal at the Old Hall Farm 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Mike Slater’s MGB at Bodelwyddan. 


