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WC READING  
MATTER 

“The power 
is now 

nearly as 
good as one 
cylinder on 
Kev's SV!”  

- Neil Wallace 
discussing his latest 
rolling road results. 

In This 
Issue... 
 Evening Run 

 MG TF 1500 
Rolling road 
update 

 Forthcoming 
Events 

My new MG TF - Photo by Richard Lockwood. 

Area Secretary Welcome by Angie Haughton 
 
July continued in the same vein as June with spells of sunshine and rain in equal 
measures.   

Amongst the highlights for July, we had the monthly meeting combined with a 
Scalextric competition organised by Angie, much enjoyed by all who attended, with 
some cracking lap times from Neil Gray!  There was also the third of the monthly 
evening runs, this time to the The Boat at Erbistock; with only a brief shower on the 
night. 

This month’s shows included Hooton Hangars in wonderful sunshine, Clywd Practical 
Classics in reasonably decent weather, a somewhat damp Dog Show at Bellis Bros. 
Garden Centre, and ending the month at Bodelwyddan Castle in its glorious 
surroundings and pleasant sunshine.   

Member news 
If you have joined us recently, please ensure we have your contact details so we can 
include you in the mailing lists. 
 
Terry Hunt’s recent running issues turned out to be operator error.  Neil Wallace has 
had breathed new life into his engine, whilst Steve Brace has been chasing down 
Cobras on the A55 with his MGB.  Martin Williamson has stripped his 1100 in less 
than eight man hours, while Mike and Angie Haughton claim to have had no running 
problems with their MGC GT on their latest getaway.  Kev Robinson’s SV passed the 
MOT with no advisories and Neil Gray’s lights are still working although they will be 
coming out soon for his new wings on his MGB GT. 
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MG TF 1500 Update report by Neil Wallace. 

Readers may recall that at the Club visit to a rolling road facility, A B Garage, Hawarden, I was disappointed to learn that my 
1955 TF1500, a lovely award-winning car, basically had a very poorly engine. Torque was very low and bhp (derived 
arithmetically from the torque value) barely made it to 24 bhp at 3,450 rpm in third gear at the wheels. After increasing the 
advance to 90 BTDC and moving to much bigger air filters, another visit to A B Garage showed there was a considerable 
improvement up to 3,600 rpm, at which point torque peaked at 173 lb ft (in 3rd gear at the wheels) but then fell away to 91 lb ft 
at 4,000 rpm. Something was clearly wrong and valve bounce was diagnosed. 

Turning to local MG Octagon Car Club guru’s on T Types it was decided to replace the valve springs, but during this process a 
leaking head gasket was suspected as well. Off came the head, and sure enough it was leaking although caught before any 
damage was done. Whilst the innards were exposed, we noted that the car had been re-bored only once (+20 thou and no 
liners), suggesting a very low mileage engine, and the bores, pistons, bearings and rings were near perfect. A quick de-coke 
(wire brush in an electric drill) and the engine was re-assembled. Everything was fine, but still the car was lumpy at any speed, 
starting was difficult, and on over-run the exhaust popped and banged. Neil was not a happy bunny and nor was the car! I then 
did what I had thought about doing for a long time; fitted a fully electronic programmable CSI distributor – expensive, but was it 
worth it? The old dizzy will be properly rebuilt next winter as a spare and for any future owner to return the engine to original. 

So, back to AB Garage again to tweak the carburettors, timing, and anything else needed, and then test on the rolling road. 
First, the distributor advance curve was set at 100 on tick-over, 260 at 2,000 rpm and 380 at 4,000 rpm or higher. A more modern 
dizzy, such as fitted to B series engines, uses weights with two different spring rates and vacuum advance to emulate an 
advance curve more suited to modern fuels, whereas on T Types we rely on weights alone which is no longer sufficient. Back 
on the rolling road we observed a steady high torque at 178 lb ft, declining to 168 lb ft at 4,500 rpm, and a steadily increasing 
bhp that was still rising beyond 45 bhp at 4,500 rpm. A good result for 3rd gear at the wheels. However, tick-over was still not 
smooth, even though engine performance at all higher speeds was excellent on every measure, including coil, plugs, and HT 
leads’ performances. Also popping and banging on over-run had been eliminated. RESULT! Was it worth the expense? YES! 

XPEG and similar older engines are not designed to run on ethanol dosed fuels (bio-fuel), because combustion space design 
does not allow sufficient turbulence for petrol to vaporise fully during the “suck and bang” cycle, such that several cycles in 
succession will be faced with varying fuel mixtures. This leads to a condition known as “cyclic variability”, whereby the timing of 
each cycle’s combustion is slightly different, leading to bouts of smooth & lumpy tick-over’s. Exhaust gas analysis also showed 
high hydrocarbon emissions, strongly suggesting incomplete combustion, but only at tick-over. Similar cars will also vary from 
each other depending on many other physical characteristics such as engine condition. This causes the slightly lumpy tick-over 
experienced on my car but does not affect engine performance above tick-over speed. Early on-road testing up to 4,500 rpm 
(70 mph) demonstrated a smooth responsive outcome; I’m quite pleased! 
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Cheshire Candles Charity 
Run - 2018 

 
Mark your diaries for the Sunday, the 
13th of May 2018 for the 4th Cheshire 
Candles Charity Run. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.candlerun.org 
 

Committee Matters 
 

For a list of the committee members, 
please see the last page.   

 
Newsletter Matters and 

Competition 
 

The newsletter is produced monthly and 
we hope it is of interest.  Whilst we have 
some content for ongoing issues, it 
would be great to get input from you as 
members.  Whether that be photographs 
or updates please send anything through 
to martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
On the subject of competitions, each 
month we hold a competition on 
Facebook for the front page photo which 
was won by Stewart Haughton for his 
photo of the MGC prototype.  However, 
for non-Facebook users, please feel free 
to send me your shots for inclusion.   
 
Please note the rules that are posted 
each time; one picture only and extras 
will be deleted, it must be an MG, it must 
be your own photograph that you took, 
and it must not be a picture that you've 
entered previously.  Previous winners 
are not eligible to enter for three months 
subsequent to their win. 
 

July Evening Run 
 
Thanks again to Angie and Mike 
Haughton for a wonderful route and a 
great pub which has a great reputation in 
very beautiful surroundings. 
.   
Please be sure to let Angie know if you 
intend to be on the run and also if your 
plans change and you can’t make it. 

The month in pictures. 

By Steve Brace 

By Steve Brace 

By Angie Haughton 

By Stewart Haughton 

http://www.candlerun.org
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more 
information about the club’s 
activities or to join us.  

Angie Haughton - Area 

Secretary 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

Mike Haughton - Events 

mgc_mike@btinternet.com  

Martin Williamson - PR/

Newsletter 

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Volunteers: 

Steven Brace, Rob Fryer, Neil 
Gray, and Neil Kennedy.  

Visit us on the web at: 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2017 Club Events 
August: 
 Sunday, 6th - Shrewsbury Classic Car Festival—Joint stand 

organized by Sam Clack. £5 donation to charity for entry. 
 Tuesday, 8th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 13th - NCCCC annual show at Claremont Farm. 
 Sat/Sun 19 - 20 - Tatton Park Passion for Power Show. 
 Sat/Mon 26 - 28 - Oulton Park Gold Cup. Please let us have 

numbers. 
 
September: 
 Saturday, 2nd - MGCC Championships 
 Sunday, 3rd - Cholmondeley Classic Car Show and club stand. 
 Sat/Sun 16 - 17 - Classic Car Show Manchester at Event City. 
 
More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye on the 

website. 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

MGOC Member events and news: 
 
John Twist Technical Seminars 
 
After last years very successful seminars the MG Owners' Club are 
once again welcoming back celebrated North American MG expert 
John Twist, Over the weekends of 14th - 15th October and the 20th 
- 22nd October the MG Owners' Club will presenting the following 
seminars: 
 
Seminars at the MGOC Workshop, Swavesey: 
 
Saturday 14th October – The Complete MGB Tune-Up 
Sunday 15th October – The Complete MG Lubrication 
 
Seminars At Wroxall Abbey, near Warwick: 
 
Friday 20th October – MGB Tune-Up 
Saturday 21st October – MGA/Magnette Tune-Up 
Sunday 22nd October – T-series MGs Tune-Up 
 
In association with the MG Octagon Car Club & the MG ‘T’ Society & 
Wroxall Abbey Hotel & Estate. 
 
At Wroxall Abbey there will be the option of an evening dinner, on 
Saturday 21st and John will be a guest speaker. Numbers will be 
limited to 30 attendees per day. 
 
Call (01954) 231125 for further information. 

mailto:angie_neston@btinternet.com
mailto:neil.d.wallace@me.com
mailto:mgc_mike@btinternet.com
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk
http://www.westcheshiremgoc.club
http://www.westcheshiremgoc.club

