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WC READING  
MATTER 

“No point 
leaving the 
car in the 

garage when 
it rains, they 

are there to be 
used or what 
is the point in 
having one.”  

- Terry Hunt after the 
June evening run in 

the rain. 

In This 
Issue... 
 Evening Run 

 Jopie Lang 

 MGC at 50 

 Rolling road 
update 

 Forthcoming 
Events 

MGB at The Pig Hotel near Bath - Photo by Richard Hayes. 

Area Secretary Welcome by Angie Haughton 
 
June, predictably has gone from hot to cold and wet, but in amongst the weather, the 
club had a fantastic monthly meeting with a raffle to raise funds for a new gazebo, so 
thank you to all that turned up (over forty of you) and also a warm welcome to new 
members that came along, something we’re seeing every month as the club continues 
to grow. 

The month started with some members displaying at Tatton Park on the MGCC NW 
Centre stand, followed by more members at Oulton park the following weekend for the 
Vintage Festival.  A few members were down at Silverstone for MGLive! and after 
what seems like forever organizing it, later in the month we had MGC50 with over two 
hundred MGCs involved.  Later in the month some of the members went along to the 
MGCC NW Centre annual concours and brought one or two trophies home!  Kelsall 
Steam Rally and Lymm Historic Festival brought the month to a close for the shows, 
and our second  monthly evening run was most enjoyable despite the rain, with a few 
brave souls turning up in their older MGs. As well as some moderns.   

Member news 
If you have joined us recently, please ensure we have your contact details so we can 
include you in the mailing lists. 
 
Neil Kennedy had issues on his way home from The Vintage Festival at Oulton Park, 
whilst Mike Haughton had an operator induced fault on the M56 in his MGC GT.  
Angie Haughton has been getting wet in her green Midget.  Martin Williamson has 
been back to the rolling road following the carb and dizzy rebuild, as has Neil Wallace 
with his new air filters.  Steve Brace has been on holiday in Canada so not using his 
much, and as you see below, Richard Hayes and his wife have had a touring holiday 
in their MGB. 
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Jopie Lang 

JOPIE LANG—15th June 
2017.Peacefully, aged 73 years. 
 
It was with much sadness that we 
heard of the passing of Jopie, a 
friend of the club and a supporter of 
the Cheshire Candles Charity Run 
donating prizes for the raffle.   
 
Jopie’s funeral is to be held at 
Landican Crematorium, Arrowe 
Park Rd, Birkenhead, Wirral CH49 
5LW on Friday 7th July at 12:00pm. 
 
The family have asked for owners 
of classic cars who knew Jopie, to 
meet at 10:00am on Wirral Circular 
Trail (between Roman Road and 
Hoyle Road) with their Classic Cars 
so that they can convoy with the 
funeral procession to the Landican 
Crematorium. 

MGC at 50 report by Angie Haughton 
 
In November 1967 the MGC was launched, and to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary a party was planned at Chateau Impney, Droitwich, a party 
that was over a year in the planning! 
 
The event took place over 5 days during June, and had the theme of 
planes, trains and automobiles. People turned up from all over the world, 
and one car made it all the way from New Zealand.  
 
The first day was a trip to RAF Cosford (over one hundred cars), the 
second day was a trip to GWR Railway at Toddington (even more cars) 
and on the Saturday, the gala day, there was a record two hundred and 
seventeen MGCs, including HRH Prince Charles’ MGC on loan from 
Sandringham. 
 
There were many events run on the day including auto tests, in which Rob 
Fryer had a go with Tom as his wing man, unfortunately they didn't win, 
but it was fun to watch.   
 
Here’s to MGC 100! 

 
 

Neil Wallace 
entering the 
arena at the 

recent Kelsall 
Steam Rally. 
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Rolling Road Update report by Neil Wallace. 

Following on from the club’s rolling road day at AB Garage in Harwarden, I 
though an update might be in order.  The purpose behind going along was to 
obtain a basic assessment of brake horse power (bhp) at the road wheels and 
engine torque throughout the normal range of engine revs, from which some 
possible improvements in performance could be deduced. Some members 
came away afterwards with that smug air of contentment and some of us were, 
perhaps secretly, disappointed with our cars’ performance. I was in the second 
group.  
 
My 1955 TF1500 returned peak bhp at the wheels of 24.5 at 3,450rpm, 
originally quoted when new as 63bhp at the flywheel or perhaps 54bhp at the 
wheels, and peak torque of 170lbft at 2,100 rpm after which it dropped to 94lbft 
at 4,000rpm, my rev limit on this test. Adrian of A B Garage suggested the 
ignition needed another 2° advance but, more importantly, indicated bigger 
filters than the fancy after-market chrome things on the car fitted by the 
previous owner were needed. 
 
Back home I advanced the tick-over ignition by 2° to 9° btdc and ordered a pair 
of original type Vokes filters for my SU H4 1½” carburettors. Feeling a lot more 
upbeat, I returned the car to Adrian on 12th May for a full assessment. This is 
what he found: 
1. The connecting spindle between butterfly valves was slightly loose, 

causing the front SU to run at a lower input than that called for by the 
accelerator, i.e. loose! 

2. The front carburettor was running much richer than the rear, as measured 
by the position of the jet at the shoulder. Surprising, as all 4 plugs looked 
the same; black! 

 
After making these corrections, a further emissions test was carried out and 
Adrian concluded that the jet needle profile was incorrect. It was ok at tick-over 
and full throttle, but too weak in the mid-range, which was where most driving 
occurs. New needles with the correct profile were fitted and the subsequent test 
was to Adrian’s satisfaction. 
 
At this point the car was tested on the rolling road and, oh, what a difference! 
Power at the wheels was 36bhp at 3,600 rpm, with steady increase from tick-
over at 13bhp, but a sharp drop from 36 to 22bhp at 4,000rpm. Similarly the 
torque rose rapidly to 179lbft at 2,000rpm and remained nearly level to 173lbft 
at 3,600rpm, but also dropped rapidly to only 91lbft at 4,000rpm. Adrian’s 
conclusion was that at 4,000rpm, my normal limit equating to about 70 mph, 
there was valve bounce suggesting valve springs needed replacing. A job for 
next winter perhaps, and whilst I’m about it I’ll do a de-coke as well. 
 
Driving home down the A55 the car ran a lot more smoothly, tick-over was less 
lumpy, and it seemed to be much more responsive. A cold start indicated the 
need for more choke, and in anticipation I have cleaned the plugs and re-
checked the gaps at 22thou. Money well spent, no doubt about it. 
 
The picture shows the before and after printout from the rolling road: upper pair 
is torque with the lower line the first run April 1st; lower pair is bhp and, again, 
lower line is the first run in April, a photo of Adrian working on the car, and the 
new filters installed. 

Cheshire Candles Charity 
Run - 2018 

 
Yes, you read that right, 2018!  The 
team met  to review the lessons from 
2017, and to kick off discussions on the 
2018 event amongst other topics, so 
we’ll keep you updated. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.candlerun.org 
 

Committee Matters 
 

For a list of the committee members, 
please see the last page.   

 
Newsletter Matters and 

Competition 
 

The newsletter is produced monthly and 
we hope it is of interest.  Whilst we have 
some content for ongoing issues, it 
would be great to get input from you as 
members.  Whether that be photographs 
or updates please send anything through 
to martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
On the subject of competitions, each 
month we hold a competition on 
Facebook for the front page photo which 
was won by Stewart Haughton for his 
photo of the MGC prototype.  However, 
for non-Facebook users, please feel free 
to send me your shots for inclusion.   
 
Please note the rules that are posted 
each time; one picture only and extras 
will be deleted, it must be an MG, it must 
be your own photograph that you took, 
and it must not be a picture that you've 
entered previously.  Previous winners 
are not eligible to enter for three months 
subsequent to their win. 
 

June Evening Run 
 
Thanks again to Angie and Mike 
Haughton for a wonderful route and a 
great pub with wonderful buffet, just a 
pity the weather was so miserable and 
so few turned up on the evening.   
Please be sure to let Angie know if you 
intend to be on the run and also if your 
plans change and you can’t make it. 

http://www.candlerun.org
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more 
information about the club’s 
activities or to join us.  

Angie Haughton - Area 

Secretary 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

Mike Haughton - Events 

mgc_mike@btinternet.com  

Martin Williamson - PR/

Newsletter 

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Volunteers: 

Steven Brace, Rob Fryer, Neil 
Gray, and Neil Kennedy.  

Visit us on the web at: 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2017 Club Events 
July: 
 Sunday, 2nd - Hooton Hangars Aviation and Transport Show. 
 Sat/Sun 8 - 9 - Daresbury Cheshire Steam Fair. 
 Sunday, 9th - Clywd Practical Classics Car Show. 
 Tuesday, 11th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm - Scalextric 

evening. 
 Saturday, 15th - Dog Show & Fun Day at Bellis Bros. Garden 

Centre—club stand available. 
 Sunday, 17th - Cars & Coffee at Manley Mere 
 Wednesday, 19th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 Sat/Sun 22 - 23 - Manchester Airport Transport Fair. Cancelled. 
 Sunday, 30th - Bodelwyddan Castle. 
 
August: 
 Sunday, 6th - Shrewsbury Classic Car Festival—Joint stand 

organized by Sam Clack. £5 donation to charity for entry. 
 Tuesday, 8th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 13th - NCCCC annual show at Claremont Farm. 
 Sat/Sun 19 - 20 - Tatton Park Passion for Power Show. 
 Sat/Mon 26 - 28 - Oulton Park Gold Cup. Please let us have 

numbers. 
 
September: 
 Saturday, 2nd - MGCC Championships 
 Sunday, 3rd - Cholmondeley Classic Car Show and club stand. 
 Sat/Sun 16 - 17 - Classic Car Show Manchester at Event City. 
 
More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye on the 

website. 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Photos from the 
MGCC NW Centre 
Concours evening 

by Angie Haughton. 
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