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“There’s a bolt 
missing from the 
engine mount but 
it will be ok!” 

- Neil Gray 

In This 
Issue... 
 2017 Cheshire 

Candles 
Charity Run 
Update 

 Photography 
tips 

 Rolling Road 
Day. 

 Forthcoming 
Events 

V8 power at Boddelwydan Castle - Photo by Craig Powell. 

Area Secretary Welcome 
 

March has been a good month and if it is any indication of things to come then the season 
ahead looks to be a great one!  On the 12th of March twelve members visited the Anglesey 
Transport Museum, starting the day at Cheshire Cars & Coffee.  The March meeting was 
exceptionally well attended with over thirty five members in attendance.  A huge thank you to 
Stuart Bebbington for his very interesting talk on the modern butcher and how the business has 
changed.  We’re hoping to have a few more of these talks and if you know of anyone that might 
be a good speaker on an interesting topic then please let us know. 

Looking forward to April, we have the club meeting, of course, at which we will be looking to 
elect any new members or re-elect existing members on to the organising team.  It’s not too late 
to get involved!  Sunday, the 23rd of April, is the Drive-it-day and the route will take us to 
Hodnet Hall where we can visit the gardens and park on the long drive leading up to the hall. 

Member news 
A warm welcome to Kim & Jenny Pullman (MGB GT) and Ian Roberts (MGB) who came along 
to the March meeting.  If you have joined us recently, please ensure we have your contact 
details.   
 
Neil Wallace has his TF 1500 back on the road but needs to fit the original air filters, whilst 
Martin Williamson has got his MG 1100 running well and now needs to replace the carbs on his 
MGB GT.  Terence Hunt needs to clean his air filters, whilst  Steve Brace and Richard Hayes 
have new found power thanks to timing tweaks.  Roger Hetherington’s MGB is running well, as 
his Neil Gray’s MGB GT.  The Haughton’s fleet is running well, generally, although the MGC GT 
is getting a lot of attention this year.   
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Tips from the magazines for 
professional photographs. 
 
Do make sure that you: 
 Use the highest resolution on your 

camera. 
 Take a number of photos from 

various angles, both low and high 
as well as at  normal height. 

 Check the background and avoid 
modern cars or poles/posts etc. 
spoiling the shot. 

 Shoot from lower down to help hide 
unavoidable distractions behind the 
car. 

 Position the front wheels so that the 
tyre tread is not point at the camera 
and more of the wheel rim is visible. 

 For interior shots, straighten the 
steering wheel, put the sun visors 
up, hang the seatbelts neatly and 
remove any clutter such as jackets 
etc.   

 Try to shoot with the sun behind the 
camera unless trying for an artistic 
effect and wanting the car in 
silhouette. 

 Try to shoot in sunlight rather than 
overcast conditions, if necessary 
wait for the sun to come out. 

 Rainy days can be good for artistic 
work with close-ups of water 
droplets but make sure you don’t 
get water on the lens. 

 When shooting bonnet mascots use 
a long zoom with a low F-number to 
get as small a depth of field as 
possible. 

 
Try to avoid: 
 Parking on double yellow lines or 

under “No Parking” signs.   
 Trespassing on private land, check 

first if necessary and credit the 
facility or land owner if the work is to 
be published. 

 Photographing the car with 
occupants unless the car is 
obviously being driven. 

 Leaving windows open or doors 
slight ajar. 

 
At car shows and such like, owners are 
often only too happy to oblige and will 
move their car, close the bonnet etc. if 
you ask nicely. 

Aren’t you the wrong way round? 

Photography tips for the competition. 
As the Summer season approaches, the classic car 
shows begin, so here are a few tips to help improve 
your shots for our monthly front page photo competition.  
Obviously some apply more to bridging cameras and 
DSLRs than to phones and compacts. 
 
I like to use a polarising filter during Summer as that 
can enhance the colour saturation and remove 
unwanted reflections from the paintwork and 
glass.  Rain might be off-putting to the show organisers, 
but it also adds a sparkle to the paint work and close up 
of water droplets on paint look good!  Just remember to 
pack a soft dry cloth, there’s nothing worse than a brilliant photograph spoilt by 
water droplets on the lens causing out-of-focus spots. 
  
There are numerous photography opportunities in Cheshire; I like to go to events 
such as the Cars & Coffee, local classic car shows, motorsport events at Oulton 
Park or road runs that are taking place.  These events all present varying 
challenges such as attempting panning shots of the action on the track, or trying to 
get a clear shot of a car on display without too much distraction in the 
background.  It’s difficult at car shows to avoid what I call the ‘documentary 
photograph’ of the cars on display, so I like to go for unusual angles or close-ups of 
the bright work.  Alternatively, candid shots of passers-by looking at the car can be 
interesting, there are always some nattily dressed characters at these shows.  At 
events like Gold Cup, there are plenty of cars to photograph, both static and on 
track.  In the paddock you can get some candid shots that add atmosphere to the 
pictures, such as mechanics working on the cars, often giving a period feel that you 
can later enhance with special effects such as sepia toning.  Also, some events 
offer the perfect opportunity to get those shots of row upon row of similar cars 
making for a colourful composition.   
  
Another great opportunity within your local club or with friends is to arrange a 
photography day out if the weather is good.  Wash and polish the cars the day 
before, and then head out into the countryside and look for scenic locations to 
‘shoot’ the cars.  Barns and outbuildings make excellent backgrounds, too, if you 
happen to know a kindly farmer, or look for an empty retail or industrial park at 
weekends. 
 
So who fancies a photography day out this Summer?  Let us know and 
we’ll organize something but we can’t guarantee the weather! 



Our Rolling Road session and lessons learned! 

Saturday morning, the 1st of April, the day dawned wet and heavy.  MGs, old and 
newish, from across Cheshire stirred from their slumbers.  Their owners nervous 
with anticipation.  For the day was the rolling road day at A&B Garage.  What 
would the power readings be?  What if they were low?  Would Adrian Blandford 
make the day right by saying April Fools on absurdly low power readings?   

In the end everyone had a brilliant time whatever the power readings.  Thanks to 
Stuart Bebbington, everyone was fed, whilst Karen, Adrian Blandford’s partner, 
ensured there was plenty of hot water for the coffee.  A huge thank you to all that 
helped make it a great day and to all those that turned up. 

Richard Hayes probably summed up it best  when he posted on Facebook; 
“...excellent day, MG now running great, an opportunity to learn a bit more about 
our cars and socialise with other members.”  For some, the day was money very 
well spent, with Steve Brace posting; “Personally a very successful day as well. 
Doubled the BHP due to a timing issue,…”.  Both Steve and Richard are new to 
classic ownership having joined the club last year, and with their cars running 
reasonably well, I think they were shocked to learn just how much better the cars 
could run.   

For others, though, it was confirmation of money previously spent on 
modifications and a few lessons learnt by most of us.  For instance, despite the 
claimed mileage on K&N filters, a good clean and re-oil doesn’t go amiss more 
frequently.  Not everyone was as pleased with the results but as we’ve said 
before, rolling road figures can vary, and ambient conditions can be a factor, too.  
The best way to get value from a session is to get before and after figures during 
a session. 

Power figures are at the rear wheel in bhp. 

Cheshire Candles Charity 
Run - 2017 

There’s not much more to report at present 
bar the ongoing promotion of the run and the 
bookings are now at over 120 entries so 
we’re halfway to meeting our target of 200 
entries.  The North West Air Ambulance and  
the Stroke Foundation are the two 
beneficiaries and if we can, our target is 
£4,500 for these two excellent causes. 

The rally plaques have been ordered, the 
route is being tested, and the offerings are 
being made to the weather gods in the hope 
of decent sunshine on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.candlerun.org 

Committee Matters 
As mentioned in the last newsletter there will 
be a vote for the committee at the April 
meeting.  Anyone wishing to stand for a role 
as a volunteer or for one of the key roles 
should get in touch with Angie Haughton.  
Angie will remain as Area Secretary as that is 
an administrative role with the MGOC, but 
Angie will continue to work with the 
committee to make sure the club  delivers. 

For a list of the committee members, please 
see the last page. 

Newsletter Matters and 
Competition 

The newsletter is produced monthly and we 
hope it is of interest.  Whilst we have some 
content for ongoing issues, it would be great 
to get input from you as members.  Whether 
that be photographs or updates please send 
anything through to martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
On the subject of competitions, last month we 
held a quick competition on Facebook for the 
front page photo which was won by Craig 
Powell collecting the most likes for his lovely 
photograph of the two V8 MGs.  Therefore, 
each month we will do the same, however, 
for non-Facebook users, please feel free to 
send me your shots for inclusion.  Initially 
we’re looking for anything MG related but we 
will consider themes going forward and find a 
way to make it more accessible outside of 
Facebook. 

Name Car 
Expected 

Power Power Comments 2nd run 

Mar n 
Williamson MGB GT 60 46 Running rich at idle. 47 

Neil Gray MGB GT 60 66 Needs to sort electrical 
issue with overdrive. n/a 

John Johnson MG TF 
modified 150 118 Clean air filter, new plugs 

and new cat. n/a 

Terrence Hunt MGB GT 
Stage 2 80 77 

Air filters need a clean and 
rich in the mid-range, 
needles need sor ng. 

78 

Steve Brace MGB 75 29 Way too advanced. 60 

Sam Clack MG ZS 
modified 110 98 Runs nice and clean. n/a 

Neil Wallace MG TF 
1500 48 24 Issues with ming and 

restricted air filters. n/a 

Roger 
Heatherington 

MGB 
(1950cc) 100 80 Runs really nice, slightly 

rich low down. n/a 

Richard Hayes MGB n/a 47 Issues with restricted air 
filters, retarded ming. 58 

http://www.candlerun.org
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more information 
about the club’s activities or to join us.  

Angie Haughton - Area Secretary 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

Mike Haughton - Events 

mgc_mike@btinternet.com  

Martin Williamson - PR/Newsletter 

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Volunteers: 

Rob Fryer, Neil Gray, and Neil 
Kennedy.  

Visit us on the web at: 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2017 Club Events 
 
April: 
 Tuesday, 11th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 23rd - Starting with Cars & Coffee at the Chester Castle Car 

Park and then on to our annual  Drive-it-day event  with Hodnet Hall as 
our destination. £7 per person entry. 

 Sunday, 30th - Soughton Hall Charity Cars & Coffee Morning at 
Soughton Hall 09.30am to 12.00pm—please let us know for numbers. 

 
May: 
 Tuesday, 9th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 14th - The third Cheshire Candles Charity Run. 
 Sat/Sun 20 - 21 - BTCC at Oulton Park. Please let us have numbers. 
 Wednesday, 24th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 
June: 
 Sat/Sun 3 - 4 - Tatton Park Classic Car Show 
 Saturday, 10th  - The Hale Village Show organized by North West 

Casual Classics. 
 Tuesday, 13th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Saturday, 10th - Vintage Festival at Oulton Park. Please let us have 

numbers. 
 Sat/Sun 17 - 18 - MGLive! At Silverstone (MGCC). 
 Tuesday, 20th - MGCC North West Centre Concours Event. 
 Sat/Sun 24 - 25 - Kelsall Steam Rally. 
 Sunday, 25th - Lymm Historic Transport Show. 
 Wednesday, 28th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 
July: 
 Sunday, 2nd - Hooton Hangars Aviation and Transport Show. 
 Sat/Sun 8 - 9 - Daresbury Cheshire Steam Fair. 
 Sunday, 9th - Clywd Practical Classics Car Show. 
 Tuesday, 11th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Wednesday, 19th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 Sat/Sun 22 - 23 - Manchester Airport Transport Fair. 
 Sunday, 30th - Bodelwyddan Castle. 
 
August: 
 Tuesday, 8th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 13th - NCCCC annual show at Claremont Farm. 
 Sat/Sun 19 - 20 - Tatton Park Passion for Power Show. 
 Sat/Mon 26 - 28 - Oulton Park Gold Cup. Please let us have numbers. 
 
 

More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye 
on the website. 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Steve Brace, one very 
happy man! 
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