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WC READING  
MATTER 

“Wow! My car 
now really goes 
well, like never 

before, all the 
way round to 

5,000rpm!” 
- Neil Gray  
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Richard Hayes’ MGB at the lake near Oulton Park. 

Area Secretary Welcome 
 
Highlights from January 
 
January is always quiet, usually wet and cold, and everyone is recovering from the excesses of 
the Festive period.  That said, it did not deter many of you from turning up at the January 
meeting, and we’re looking forward to an excellent year ahead.   

The committee also met up during January to finalise activities for the year ahead and there are 
plenty of reasons to join in and participate with so much planned.  That said, during April, we will 
be looking to elect the committee for the year ahead.  If you would like to get involved, please 
let us know.  With work and family commitments and other MG and classic car activities, the 
committee put in a lot of additional time to ensure the smooth running of  the club so any 
additional support would be most welcomed. 

Member news 
A warm welcome to Richard Hayes who came along to the January meeting.  If you have joined 
us recently, please ensure we have your contact details.   
 
Neil Wallace has been making slow progress with his work on his 1955 MG TF 1500, but is 
hoping to get it on the road in time for Spring assuming he gets his new wiring loom back in 
time. 
 
Neil Gray is delighted with the new found performance on his MGB GT.  Neil had been 
complaining about the problems in setting up his carbs, but a three hour session at AB Garage 
in Hawarden saw his car performing better than ever. 
 
Rob Fryer’s MGC GT is suffering brake problems, whilst Mike Haughton’s ZT-T has developed 
a K-Series thirst despite being a KV6 and not renowned for coolant issues.  Martin Williamson 
hasn’t even started stripping his MGB GT for the welding work.  Stuart Bebbington is still waiting 
on his shell so that work can progress on his MGB. 
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Committee Matters 

In case you weren’t aware we have an 
excellent team of volunteers helping to 
arrange all the activities.   

However, we’re always looking for extra 
input to ensure we offer a range of 
events and activities that suit everyone.  
Therefore, don’t be afraid to make 
suggestions at the meetings or contact 
us by email.  If there is an event you 
would like to join or you have a 
suggestion for an outing, please let us 
know.   

Of course,  we all have day jobs, family 
commitments and other classic car club 
activities or hobbies, so please  consider 
joining the team  to help in organising 
these and reduce the workload a little for 
the team.  It really doesn’t take much to 
organize an outing.  A  few phone calls 
or emails to sort out the details and then 
let us know the date and we can ensure 
it gets advertised and promoted. 

For a list of the committee members, 
please see the last page. 

Forthcoming Club 
Activities 

Cars & Coffee is on the 12th of March 
and we will use that as a starting point 
for our run to the Anglesey Transport 
Museum.  We’ll share spaces in our cars 
for those that don’t want to make the 
long drive along the A55. 

Stuart Bebbington of SJ Bebbington 
Butchers will be giving a short talk at the 
March monthly meeting. 

The Rolling Road session has been 
organized for the 1st of April at AB 
Garage in Hawarden. 

Drive It Day has been finalized with our 
start at Chester Castle (as part of the 
Cars & Coffee) and finishing at Hodnet 
Hall Gardens. 

Wednesday evening runs are planned 
for the Summer months and these are in 
addition to the club night meetings. 

Taken on a smartphone with post editing for effect. 

Smartphone Photography - Martin Williamson 

The concept of taking a photo with a watch or talking on 
a mobile phone was the stuff of international espionage 
and science fiction not that long ago.  But since my first 
phone in 2002 with a camera, a Nokia 3650, with a 
pathetic 0.3MP sensor, the technology has come on in 
leaps and bounds and less than ten years later Nokia 
was producing a 41MP camera on their 808 Pureview 
with results that were almost DSLR quality. With the 
added 4G signal and Wi-Fi on all smart phones now, 
photos can be uploaded to the internet within seconds 
of taking them, too, if social networking is your thing.  
Over the next few issues we’ll take a look at the choice 
of smartphone or DSLR and ways to improve your 
photography, as well as looking at a possible day out 
for the keen photographers wanting to get some 
stunning magazine quality images. 

Of course, the DSLR still stands supreme as a camera 
for the keen enthusiast seeking high quality results with 
their vastly better lens quality, larger sensors and the 
ability to manually control the settings for that perfect 
shot with just the right amount of depth of field and 
exposure.  That said, most premium model phone 
cameras now also allow a degree of manual control. 

These days, with the proliferation of excellent quality smart phone cameras from 
Apple, et al it is far easier to leave the DSLR behind.  Not only have you not got the 
weight of the DSLR to lug around all day, but increasingly so, you are faced with 
huge crowds that are seemingly less considerate than ever walking straight into 
your shot because you’re having to stand so far back to get the whole car in the 
frame.  With the phone, you can get the car in the frame from just a few metres 
away.  On the other hand a phone can be just as expensive as a budget DSLR, 
and then again battery life isn’t marvellous on a modern smart phone compared to 
that of a compact or DSLR camera. 

Consequently, much of my photography at car shows is now done with my  Lumia 
950XL sporting a 21MP camera with Carl Zeiss Optics.  What attracted me to the 
Lumia, without getting into arguments about the operating system, was the 

excellent 
camera, the 
Nokia 
photography 
‘apps’ and its 
image 
stabiliser 
allowing some 
excellent shots 
in extremely 
low light 
conditions 
such as you 
find at the NEC 
in Birmingham.   



Continued from previous page.  

Whatever your choice of phone, be it Android, Apple or even Windows as in my 
case, the built-in functionality of the camera software itself is not that different to 
a compact or DSLR camera with options on the touch screen that allow one to 
adjust the focus, exposure, shutter speed, white balance and ISO setting.  With 
most phones there is a Panorama ‘app’ allowing one to shoot a long line of cars.  
Another ‘app’ these days, or even built in as on some recent phones, is a refocus 
app, that will take a series of images allowing you to then select what you want in 
focus which is great for those shots of bonnet mascots up close in what would be 
macro on a normal camera.  A recent trend has also been “Live” images that are 
basically a short burst of video with the option to choose the best still image; 
great for group photos where some people are blinking or moving.  A further 
trend has been the HDR or High Dynamic Range imaging.  This is essentially the 
bracketing and merging of images so that dark areas appear lighter and light 
areas don’t look so washed out, but again great for when you have a lot of 
shadow in the image. 

Apart from the manual 
control over the 
camera, smartphones 
usually have a range 
of post-editing ‘apps’ 
that allow for artistic 
licence.  Whether you 
fancy a black & white 
theme, or a “colour 
pop” focusing in one 
the object in colour 
with a grayscale 
background, there’s 
something for 
everyone.  Even 
turning the photo into 
a sketch, water colour 
or oil painting.  Most 
‘apps’ offer the basics 
of editing the 
brightness, contrast, 
saturation, 
temperature and 
sharpness, whilst 
others also allow adding a vignette effect, or even overlaying text or graphics.  
More sophisticated ones also allow some clean up, such as removing that 
annoying road cone.  The joy of these ‘apps’ is that most are free to use, 
although they’re generally limited in functionality, but allow ‘in-app’ purchases for 
more complex edits or adjustments. 

Next month we’ll continue to look at the choice of compact, bridging or DSLR 
cameras and if you are looking to purchase a new camera, a number of our 
members are keen photographers so don’t be afraid to ask for advice. 

Cheshire Candles Charity 
Run - 2017 

At last, we have everything finalised and 
completed with the planning, so all that 
is left is the continued search for raffle 
prizes, and the ongoing publicity to 
ensure we get as many cars registered 
as possible. 

As the committee responsible for the 
planning, we like to have the planning 
completed well in advance.  This year, 
we’re pleased to say that progress on 
the planning has gone very well, with the 
start, mid-point and finish booked, and 
the route completed.  So we’re well 
ahead of schedule at this stage and the 
marketing of the event has begun.  We 
have an ambitious target of two hundred 
cars but we already have over 25 cars 
registered within a few weeks of opening 
the website for registrations.  As before, 
that includes all MGs of all ages as well 
as any car made before 1960. 

Thanks to the early promises of 
sponsorship, we’re also in a healthy 
financial position to cover the costs and 
so once again, all entry money from 
participants will go to charity with a 
target this year of £4,500.00.  At this 
stage the charities are yet to be decided 
but it is likely that one of them will be 
heart related. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The start will yet again be at Chester 
Castle, whilst the Bellis Bros. Garden 
Centre has been chosen as the mid-
point halt.  With the destination for the 
run being the British Ironwork Centre at 
Oswestry, we are truly able to offer an all 
Cheshire route, well almost!  Whilst 
many of you may have been to the 
Ironwork Centre, the decision to use the 
Centre made sense as they will have 
their Plant Hunters’ Fair on at the same 
time and along with other live 
entertainment and music, the artisan 
workshops will be open that weekend, 
too.   

Thanks to the team for their efforts and 
in particular to Roger Heatherington for 
help with the route planning. 

www.candlerun.org 

Modified with PicSketch 

http://www.candlerun.org
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more information 
about the club’s activities or to join us.  

Angie Haughton - Area Secretary 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

Mike Haughton - Events 

mgc_mike@btinternet.com  

Martin Williamson - Press/Media 

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Volunteers: 

Rob Fryer, Neil Gray, and Neil 
Kennedy.  

Visit us on the web at: 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2017 Club Events 
February: 
 Tuesday, 14th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm  

 Sunday, 19th  - Spares Day at Stoneleigh in Warwickshire.  

March: 
 Sunday, 12th - Meet for Cars & Coffee at Chester Castle car park and 

then head onto  Anglesey to the Transport Museum 

 Tuesday, 14th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm with a talk by Stuart 
Bebbington of S J Bebbington Butchers at 8.30pm. 

April: 
 Saturday, 1st - The Rolling Road Day at AB Garage in Hawarden, £25 

per car. 

 Tuesday, 11th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm  

 Sunday, 23rd - Starting with Cars & Coffee at the Chester Castle Car 
Park and then on to our annual  Drive-it-day event  with Hodnet Hall as 
our destination 

May: 
 Tuesday, 9th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm  

 Sunday, 14th - The third Cheshire Candles Charity Run. 

 Wednesday, 24th - Evening run, awaiting details. 

June: 
 Saturday, 10th  - The Hale Village Show organized by North West 

Casual Classics 

 Fri-Sun, 9-11 - Cholmondeley Power & Speed - stand to be confirmed 

 Tuesday, 13th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm  

 Sat/Sun 17 - 18 - MGLive! At Silverstone (MGCC) 

 Tuesday, 20th - MGCC North West Centre Concours Event. 

 Wednesday, 28th - Evening run, awaiting details. 

July: 
 Sunday, 2nd - Hooton Hangars Aviation and Transport show. 

 Tuesday, 11th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm  

 Wednesday, 19th - Evening run, awaiting details. 

 

More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye 
on the website. 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 
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