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WC READING  
MATTER 

“Not seen a single 
MG (ancient or 
modern) for the 

past two weeks in 
France. However, I 
did see this very 
nice Mini Moke in 
Cap Ferret today.” 

Kim Pullman 
reporting from 

France. 

In This 
Issue... 
 Cooling tips 

 Regalia 

 Forthcoming 
Activities 

Area Secretary Welcome by Angie Haughton 
 
This month has been somewhat unnatural as British Summers go, rather than 
washing mud from the cars, it’s insects and dust!  June has been great with a 
number of evening events, including our second monthly evening run into 
North Wales and this year, no rain!  We’ve also been blessed with a good few 
weekend events in blazing sunshine, too! 

Kev took home Car of the Show from the Concours evening at the Plough and 
Flail for his SV whilst his wife, Ange, took home the runner-up trophy for Car of 
the Show at the Denbigh event with her TF.  Neil added to his trophy collect for 
Car of the Show at the Alford Village Fete with his TF 1500 despite the cloud of 
smoke from the diesel, although we think Steve should have had it with his 
freshly resprayed MGB!  

A few of the club gathered this month to help Stuart strip his MGB and his 
Heritage shell is now finally painted and resplendent in Bronze 
Yellow.  Norman’s MGB also suffered heater valve failure at the start of the 
evening run but he made it home safely, and we hope Norman’s recovered 
from the scalding coolant! 
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Steve Brace’s amazing Red Arrows photo! 
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Keeping your cool! (Reprinted from the Moss Motoring site - www.mossmotoring.com) 
With all the high  temperatures we’re experiencing here are a few tips to avoid your MG’s engine overheating: 

Gauge Accuracy 
Is your temperature gauge accurate? Use a separate mechanical temp gauge, or one of the new infrared temperature sensors to 
verify its accuracy or learn what “N” and “H” really indicate if your gauge doesn’t display the actual temperature in °F or °C.  Also, most 
modern MGs now, if fitted with a needle gauge, will fix the needle position between 85°C and 104°C to avoid worrying the driver 
unnecessarily.  If you use one of the OBDII plug in units connected to your phone the display will show the actual temperature, 
generally. 

What Is Too Hot? 
185-195º F or  85-90°C is fine. Going up a steep climb, the temperature will climb, often approaching 210° F or 100°C. Again, this is 
not a problem. It will come down once you start downhill. Engine coolant temperatures above 220° F or 105°C are too hot because 
engine oil additives start to break down.  If possible, open the windows and put the heating on to assist the engine cooling. 

When Does It Overheat? 
An MG in good running order that overheats standing still but runs fine at speed doesn’t have enough air flow so check the fan is 
working correctly. A car that doesn’t overheat standing still but does at speed may have a radiator core that is not adequate for the 
heat generated, or the coolant is moving too quickly through the core for maximum heat transfer so check there is actually a 
thermostat fitted. 

Sudden Case of Overheating For No Obvious Reason 
This may indicate a mechanical problem. Check your fan belt. Do you have a leaking hose or hose connection? Check for a blown 
head gasket. 

Fan Size & Rotation 
Are the blades installed facing the right way and pulling air through the core? More efficient fans may be available for your application. 

Vacuum Advance 
Check your workshop manual, and check your ignition timing at idle and at 3000 rpm. Typically, 32 to 35 degrees of advance is ideal 
at 3000 rpm. 

Thermostat 
Run a thermostat that opens at the point suggested in your workshop manual. If you have any doubts about the thermostat, make sure 
it’s working properly—test it in a pan of hot water with a cooking thermometer. Don’t remove the thermostat, as the coolant may be 
pumped through the radiator too quickly to cool effectively. 

Radiator Caps 
The earliest sports cars did not have a pressurized system at all. Many early cars used 4 pound caps (4 lbs./sq. in.), while later cars 
used 7 pound caps, and still later 10 or 14 pound caps were common. Raising the pressure raises the boiling point. Make sure the 
seal on the cap reaches down inside the neck far enough to actually seal. Many British cars have filler necks that are 1 inch deep and 
many modern caps (even those listed for your car) are made for a 3/4-inch-deep filler neck. Check that the metal disc in the cap is not 
cracked or warped. Run a flat file across the top of the radiator filler neck. It must be perfectly flat to seal properly. 

Open vs. Closed Coolant Systems 
Early cooling systems are open. When the pressure inside the system exceeds the pressure exerted by the spring in the radiator cap, 
the radiator vents through an overflow tube, dumping coolant on the ground. Check your coolant level—it should be about 1 inch 
below the sealing surface in the filler neck. Modern coolant systems incorporate a recovery tank and a special pressure cap that 
allows fluid (and air) into the recovery tank when the coolant heats up. When it cools down, the coolant contracts, and pure coolant (no 
air) is drawn from the recovery tank into the radiator. Sealed systems are more efficient, and many cars have been converted to a 
sealed system. 

Radiator Core 
When was it flushed? If the core has tubes that are partially blocked it won’t work very well. The radiator may need to be rodded out by 
a specialist. 

Flushing the Block 
A 1/16-inch layer of calcium carbonate build-up in an engine blocks heat transfer like four inches of solid cast iron. Talk to a radiator 
shop about what can be done to clean out the block. 

Air Ducting 
Many cars use seals and/or panels of various materials to direct air through the radiator. If left out, air will flow around the core. 

Fan Shrouds 
A fan pulls air through the core in the donut-shaped area swept by the blades. A fan shroud is essentially a large box lid attached to 
the back of the radiator with a big hole for the fan. The fan creates a low pressure area behind the entire core. Air flows through the 
whole core, making it more efficient. Aftermarket shrouds are available for many cars. 

Coolant 
Run a 50/50 mix of a good quality anti-freeze and water. Increasing the percentage of anti-freeze reduces the rate at which heat is 
transferred to and from the coolant.  For those with the K Series engines, make sure it is the right product.  Iron versus alloy blocks 
vary. 

Coolant Additives 
Redline Water Wetter really works. It is a unique wetting agent for cooling systems which reduces the tendency of the water molecules 
to adhere to each other. This reduction in surface tension increases the rate at which heat can be transferred. Customers routinely 
report 10-12º F drops. 

http://www.mossmotoring.com)
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Club branded Merchandise 
 
We're using a local firm and are adding a small mark up 
to go towards the club funds. Orders will be taken at 
each monthly meeting along with payment (we've 
decided to avoid PayPal owing to the charges) and the 
items will be delivered at the following meeting. 
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Contact Us 
 
Send us an email for more 
information about the club’s 
activities or to join us.  
 
Angie Haughton - Area 
Secretary 
angie_neston@btinternet.com  
 
Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 
neil.d.wallace@me.com  
 
Mike Haughton - Events 
mgc_mike@btinternet.com  
 
Martin Williamson - PR/
Newsletter 
martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
Volunteers: 
Steven Brace, Rob Fryer, Neil 
Gray, and Neil Kennedy.  
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2018 Club Events 
Visit the club website for online information and details. 
 
July: 
 Sun, 8th - Clywd Practical Classics Car Show 
 Tues, 10th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Sun, 15th - Hooton Hangars at Ellesmere Port - Cancelled 
 Wed, 18th - Evening run. 
 Sun, 29th - Classics at the Castle, Bodelwyddan 
 
August: 
 Tues, 14th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Wed, 22nd - Evening run. 
 Sat - Mon, 25th - 27th - Gold Cup weekend at Oulton Park with club 

stand 
 
September: 
 Sat, 1st - MG Car Club Race meeting at Oulton Park. 
 Sun, 2nd - Fest. Of 1000 Classics, Cholmondeley Castle.  
 Tues, 11th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Sat - Sun, 15th - 16th - FJ Classic Show at Event City, Manchester 
 Sun, 16th - Cars & Coffee Cheshire - 7.30am Wrexham Road P&R 
 Sun, 23rd - Candles Charity Classic Car Show at Chester Lakes  
 
More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye on 
the website. 

Monthly Talks:  

Hopefully we’ll have part 2 of Roger Hetherington’s excellent 
recounting of his mis-spent youth in motorsport, we’ll keep you 
posted.  

Photographers’ Day 

Please let me know if you would be interested in a day of 
photography out in North Wales as we attempt to try some 
professional style photography of our MGs.  Possibly a Saturday 
in July? 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Newsletter Matters  
 

The newsletter is produced 
monthly and we hope it is of 
interest.  Whilst we have some 
content for ongoing issues, it 
would be great to get input from 
you as members.  Whether that be 
photographs or updates please 
send anything through to 
martin@mginfo.co.uk 
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