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WC READING  
MATTER 

“A great day 
out with great 
people, fab 
cars, roads 
and the sun! 
Thank you.” 

- Julie Cosgrove 
on Drive-it Day. 
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MGCs at Brooklands - Photo by Mike Haughton. 

Area Secretary Welcome 
 

April has been a busy start to the season and you can read all about our Drive-it Day 
run inside.  However, April is the start of lighter evenings so it was good to see all the 
MGs coming out for the meeting and filling the car park at The Old Hall Farm.  More 
importantly it was great to have such a good turnout of members at the meeting again, 
thank you all for making the effort to be there! 

Looking forward to May, we have the club meeting, of course, whilst some will be 
attending the BTCC at Oulton Park.  Wednesday, the 24th of May is also the first of 
our monthly evening runs, and more details to follow on that.   

All that remains is to wish the 3rd Cheshire Candles Charity Run every success; 
whether you’re participating as an entrant or as a volunteer, thank you all for 
supporting our major annual event and here’s wishing much sunshine on the day! 

Member news 
A warm welcome to Matt Brookfield and Julie Cosgrove  (MGB) on our Drive-it Day 
run and Mark McGrath (MG TF) who came along to the April meeting.  If you have 
joined us recently, please ensure we have your contact details.   
 
Steve Brace’s MGB passed its MOT, but Neil Gray and Martin Williamson were less 
successful with their MGB GTs.   
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Pride of Longbridge 
 
A few of us travelled down for this 
annual event, held on the Saturday 
closest after the anniversary of the MG 
Rover plant closure in April 2005.  This 
year it was the Easter weekend, the 
Saturday, 15th of April.  The event is 
held in Cofton Park opposite the factory, 
and unlike last year’s event that was 
cancelled owing to snow, there was 
reasonable sunshine to accompany the 
biting wind. 
 
Stephen Dent, Kenneth Bowker, Kev 
and Ange Robinson and myself joined 
up with Sam Clack’s North Wales MG & 
Rover group on their stand (many 
thanks!) and Stephen’s prototype RV8 
was much admired as was Kev’s SV and 
even the ZT V8  of Craig Powell finally 
made an appearance later in the 
morning!  Thanks to my daughter, Amy, 
for the loan of her Rover Streetwise for 
the day.   

Drive-it Day and Hodnet Hall report by Martin Williamson. 
Every year Drive It Day is purposefully held on the Sunday nearest to the 23rd of 
April as that date commemorates the sixty four cars that left London on the first day 
of the Thousand Mile Trial on the 23rd of April, 1900.  The Royal Automobile Club 
Thousand Mile Trial started in London and passed through Bristol, Birmingham, 
Manchester - travelled through Scotland - then passed back through more English 
locations until the cars were back in London again.  The tour lasted until May 12th 
and forty six of the cars made it to the finish line. 
 
Our annual April Drive-it-Day is, for some, our 
first trip out after the Winter lay-up.  This year, 
again in conjunction with the recent "Cars & 
Coffee Chester" events taking place at the 
Chester Castle Car Park, we decided to start the 
run from there.  Sadly the Cars & Coffee was 
cancelled for April. 
 
Fifteen cars turned up for the start, with twenty 
seven members and partners and we headed 
down to Glyn Ceiriog to the Glyn Valley Hotel.  A 
triathlon slowed things up from Chirk, but 
refreshments and sunshine soon made up for 
that.  Neil Kennedy managed to fit in some 
modelling activity whilst replacing the bottom 
radiator hose on his MGB, there’s a career I’m 
sure he hadn’t considered!  
 
From Glyn Ceiriog, our route took us down into Oswestry, through Ellesmere, Wem 
and onto Hodnet Hall where we parked up in front of the hall.  The grounds are 
magnificent, and were certainly worth a walk to see the last of the Spring blossom 
and bluebells. 
 
Thank you to all for taking part and 
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Soughton Hall Cars & Coffee report by Martin Williamson 

Sunday, 30th of April.  The invite originally came from the very active Mercedes 
Benz Club locally, so, with the April cancellation of the Cars & Coffee Cheshire, 
it seemed like a good idea to have a ride along, especially as it was in support 
of the Welsh Air Ambulance. 

I knew very little of Soughton Hall, so having checked out their website, 
www.soughtonhallhotel.co.uk, here’s a brief history.  Soughton Hall is a Grade 
II* listed house, built in 1720 and remodelled in 1820 by its then 
incumbent,  William John Bankes, who was an Egyptologist and friend of Lord 
Byron. Having travelled with the gypsies of Granada and across North Africa 
and the Middle East, he was inspired by Islamic and Moorish design he had 
seen and commissioned Sir Charles Barry (who would later designs the Houses 
of Parliament) to create a “showpiece” house. He added the current Drawing 
Room and Dining Room and Islamic turrets on the walls of the garden. William 
was a colourful character and was involved in several scandals which in 1841 
lead to him flee the country and he lived in exile in Venice for the rest of his life.  
Soughton is now a luxury hotel, wedding and event venue. The Georgian 
country house is approached down a sweeping driveway and surrounded by 
landscaped gardens that recently have been lovingly refurbished.  

Eight of us met up in seven MGs, with Neil Gray having had to pass up owing to 
working on his MG.  Neil Wallace was there in his TF 1500, Kev & Ange 
Robinson in the SV, Sam Clack in her ZS and Craig Powell in his ZT, Derek 
Gregory in his F, Terry Hunt in his MGB GT and myself again in the 1100.  We 
met at Flint Services, and enjoyed a short drive to the Hall, approached along 
the lovely, sweeping avenue, where, being early, we were parked in front of the 
hall.  A few other MGs turned up, including a low mileage 1972 MGB GT in very 
original condition as one might expect.  There were quite a few Standards, a 
Triumph Spitfire IV, a Morris Minor  and moving up the food chain, an E-Type 
FHC, several Aston Martins and a Ferrari as well as a number of Mercedes 
Benz models of various ages.  Apart from the price of the coffee, it was a good 
event. 

Cheshire Candles Charity 
Run - 2017 

We’re in the final fortnight of preparations 
and hoping for sunshine on the day!  The 
volunteer marshals are meeting this next 
Sunday to ensure they’re prepared.  Photo 
locations are being sorted this week.  Our 
thanks to all that have donated raffle prizes, 
sponsorship and assistance.  Our sponsors 
include DPL Autos, Carole Nash, KEW 
Engineering, CC Media and SJ Bebbington 
Butchers. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.candlerun.org 

Committee Matters 
Following the election at the April meeting 
we’d like to welcome Steven Brace as a 
volunteer member helping the team to run 
the club, thank you! 

For a list of the committee members, please 
see the last page. 

Newsletter Matters and 
Competition 

The newsletter is produced monthly and we 
hope it is of interest.  Whilst we have some 
content for ongoing issues, it would be great 
to get input from you as members.  Whether 
that be photographs or updates please send 
anything through to martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
On the subject of competitions, last month we 
held a quick competition on Facebook for the 
front page photo which was won by Mike 
Haughton for his photo of the MGC 
prototype.  Therefore, each month we will do 
the same, however, for non-Facebook users, 
please feel free to send me your shots for 
inclusion.  Initially we’re looking for anything 
MG related but we will consider themes going 
forward and find a way to make it more 
accessible outside of Facebook. 

http://www.soughtonhallhotel.co.uk,
http://www.candlerun.org
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more information 
about the club’s activities or to join us.  

Angie Haughton - Area Secretary 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

Mike Haughton - Events 

mgc_mike@btinternet.com  

Martin Williamson - PR/Newsletter 

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Volunteers: 

Steven Brace, Rob Fryer, Neil Gray, 
and Neil Kennedy.  

Visit us on the web at: 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2017 Club Events 
 
May: 
 Tuesday, 9th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 14th - The third Cheshire Candles Charity Run. 
 Sat/Sun 20 - 21 - BTCC at Oulton Park. Please let us have numbers. 
 Wednesday, 24th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 
June: 
 Sat/Sun 3 - 4 - Tatton Park Classic Car Show 
 Saturday, 10th  - The Hale Village Show organized by North West 

Casual Classics. 
 Tuesday, 13th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Saturday, 10th - Vintage Festival at Oulton Park. Please let us have 

numbers. 
 Sat/Sun 17 - 18 - MGLive! At Silverstone (MGCC). 
 Tuesday, 20th - MGCC North West Centre Concours Event. 
 Sat/Sun 24 - 25 - Kelsall Steam Rally. 
 Sunday, 25th - Lymm Historic Transport Show. 
 Wednesday, 28th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 
July: 
 Sunday, 2nd - Hooton Hangars Aviation and Transport Show. 
 Sat/Sun 8 - 9 - Daresbury Cheshire Steam Fair. 
 Sunday, 9th - Clywd Practical Classics Car Show. 
 Tuesday, 11th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Wednesday, 19th - Evening run, awaiting details. 
 Sat/Sun 22 - 23 - Manchester Airport Transport Fair. 
 Sunday, 30th - Bodelwyddan Castle. 
 
August: 
 Tuesday, 8th - Club night at The Old Hall Farm. 
 Sunday, 13th - NCCCC annual show at Claremont Farm. 
 Sat/Sun 19 - 20 - Tatton Park Passion for Power Show. 
 Sat/Mon 26 - 28 - Oulton Park Gold Cup. Please let us have numbers. 
 
More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye 

on the website. 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 
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