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WC READING  
MATTER 

“I'm still 
waiting for a 
phone call 

from him...that 
was from 
January 
2017...”  

Neil Kennedy and 
the joys of some 

suppliers! 

In This 
Issue... 
 Candles Run 

Update 

 Candles Car 
Show 

 Regalia 

 Forthcoming 
Activities 

Area Secretary Welcome by Angie Haughton 
 
Firstly, here’s hoping you have a great holiday weekend and enjoy the sun! 

April has been the start of the season, with the wonderful Drive-it-day run 
organised by Steve and Amanda (thank you!) to Wollerton Old Hall Gardens, a 
fantastic day and the weather held off for the most part!  A great turn out of 
MGs with guest appearances from a Citroen 2CV, an MX5 and a couple of 
Fiestas joining in on the run.  Apart from a mixed bag of weather for the month 
in general, everyone seems to be getting their cars back on the road and 
MOT’d or at least getting out and about in them a bit more again.  The April 
meeting was particularly well attended and we are regularly seeing forty or 
more members coming along and more importantly, new members joining all 
the time!  Thank you, all! 

Member news 
Welcome to new members that have joined us recently. 

Steve and David have their 1966 Roadsters back resplendent in new paint 
although David’s won’t be back on the road just yet.  Stuart’s Heritage shell is 
going for paint and his engine off for tweaking as is David’s engine, so a rolling 
road shoot-out and 1/4 mile race looks to be on the cards with all these tuned 
engines, right, Terry?  No progress from Martin, Angie’s Midget needs a new 
gearbox and Katherine’s car had flatulence...tyres and battery.  Mel’s 
attempting to get his Midget running right, whilst Simon has the hard-top on his 
Midget.   
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Cheshire Candles Charity 
Run - Sunday, 13th of May, 

2018 
 
The route starts at Bellis Farm Shop, 
Holt, reaches a midpoint halt at 
Gorwelion activity centre, Bala, and 
finishes at Hawarden Castle. Total 
distance is 80 miles, with an optional 
extra 10 miles around Llyn Tegid (Bala 
Lake).  
 
For those that were at the February 
meeting, we had Dawn Gerrard from 
Guide Dogs for the Blind giving us a 
very moving account of her return to 
work and a normal life thanks to her 
guide dog and it really brought home 
just how important our charity fund 
raising is and how it changes lives, so 
thank you all! 
 
 
The charities we are supporting in 
2018 are the Clwyd Special Riding 
Centre (for children and adults with 
disabilities) and the Guide Dogs for the 
Blind local branch.  
 

www.candlesrun.org 
Visit the link to book your 

place! 

Cheshire Candles Charity 
Car & Bike Show - Sunday, 
23rd of September, 2018 
 
Following the success of our run, we’ve 
decided to expand to have an end-of-
season car and bike show as per the 
date above, and hence the name 
change as we more than just a run.  As 
a club, we proud to be  the Cheshire 
Candles Charity and more importantly, 
having fun organizing events that will 
benefit the good work of local charities. 
 
We’re working on the format for the 
September show, but this will be held 
at Chester Lakes and will encompass 
classic cars and bikes and, of course, 
all MGs.  We’re hoping to have club 
stands as well as individual entries and 
catering and a bar will be available on 
site.  In addition, Neil Wallace has 
been liaising with the Fire and Police 
services to see if we can have their 
support for demonstrations.  Closer to 
the time we will need some assistance 
again with marshalling on the day, but 
hopefully it will prove to be a great day 
for a picnic and a spot of fishing! 
 

www.candlesshow.org 

Syd Enever, MGA and MGB Designer. 
Syd Enever will be remembered as the inspiration 
behind two of Britain's greatest sports cars, the MGA 
and the MGB.  He joined Morris Garages (MG) as an 
errand boy in 1921, with the help of his headmaster, at 
the age of fifteen and retired in 1971 as their chief 
engineer having seen his second major project, the 
MGB, sell more than half a million cars.  

Biographical information about Syd is limited and 
partially unverified but he was born Albert Sydney 
Enever in Colden Common, near Winchester, 
Hampshire on the 25th March 1906, the son of Francis 
Albert Sydney Enever and Maud Matilda nee 
Harper.  His parents had married in 1895 and he was 
their fifth child.  His father was born Francis Albert Sydney Taylor and later became 
known by the name of his natural father as Francis Albert Sydney Taylor 
Enever.  Syd died in Oxfordshire in 1993, aged 87 and we don't know whether his 
father's unusual initials, FAST, held any special meaning for him although 
advertising for the MG range had for many years used the slogan 'Safety Fast!'. 

About a year after joining Morris Garages he was promoted and moved to another 
of the firm's local garages.  In 1927 he was assigned to the experimental 
department at Abingdon and in 1938 he was appointed chief planning engineer and 
in 1954 was promoted to Chief Engineer. He held that position until he retired 
seventeen years later.  

Syd designed the body of the MG car that competed in the Le Mans 24 hour race in 
1951 or 1952 and while some experts have called it a re-bodied MG TD others 
maintain this was the fore-runner of the production car, the MGA.  This car was 
designated EX-172. 

Development continued through the early 1950s with the EX-175, the MGA 
prototype and resulting in the "EX-179" which was the legendary MG that broke 
dozens of land speed records in the 1950s, many of which still stand today (2004). 
It was built on a modified copy of the EX-175 chassis. Notable in the picture (left) 
are from second from the left, Terry Mitchell, chassis and suspension engineer; Syd 
Enever, MG's Chief Designer and father of the MGA; and Alec Hounslow, head of 
the Competition Department. 

British Pathé have news film of the car which was exhibited at the Festival of Britain 
in 1951 before it was transported to the Utah salt flats for another record attempt. It 
features Lieutenant Colonel A.T. Goldie Gardner M.C., the driver and Syd Enever 
himself. Syd can be seen opposite Goldie when they are revving the engine and 
again on the left after his name is mentioned, followed by a brief close-up. The film 
can be seen here. They also have film of Syd working with Stirling Moss at 
Abingdon before Moss broke a series of speed records in 1957, also on the 
Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah, at speeds in excess of 240mph. Syd is wearing a suit, 
has wavy hair and is seen climbing into the car before Moss arrives. 

The MGA was officially launched at the Frankfurt Motor Show of 1955 and was 
replaced by the MGB when production ceased in July 1962. Through that time, 
BMC sold 101,081 MGAs, the vast majority of which were exported with only 5869 
cars sold on the home market, the highest export percentage of any British car.   

A grand total of over 510,000 tourers and GTs then made the MGB the world’s top 
selling sports car of its era, the first to reach half a million and the top British sports 
car of all time. 

Anyone who has loved their MGA or MGB owes much to Syd Enever who was 
responsible for engineering them both. 

Syd's love of cars was passed onto his son, Roger, who was one of six drivers who 
broke seven international production car records in 1967 by driving a BMC 1800 
over 15,000 miles in seven days around the Monza circuit, near Milan, at an 
average speed of 92.8mph. Syd's nephew, Guy Cyril Howitt, also kept the family 
tradition alive being a motor engineer in Australia, where he emigrated to with his 
family in the 1950s.  

http://www.candlesrun.org
http://www.candlesshow.org
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Seven facts about tyres 
1. Tyre sidewall markings 
Ever wondered what the letters and numbers on the side of your car tyres mean? In order they refer to: 
 The tyre width 
 The tyre height 
 The diameter of the rim 
 The maximum weight the tyre can carry (load index) 
 The speed rating of the tyre. 
2. The dot code 
Other curious markings on the side of your tyres include the dot code. The four digits shown actually refer to the date 
of manufacture. The first two digits relate to the week of the year and the second two digits relate to the year the tyre 
was manufactured. 
3. Tyre safety labels 
Since 2012 all tyres have been required to carry a tyre safety label. This ranks the tyres on performance for grip 
when braking in the wet, external noise emissions and fuel efficiency. 
4. Run flat tyres 
Run flat tyres have reinforced sidewalls which allows you to drive safely on a punctured tyre to the tyre replacement 
centre, without need for roadside repair. 
5. Tyre pressure 
All cars have a different optimum pressure for you tyres and you should check it out before you inflate your tyres. 
Your logbook should contain the correct pressure for you car, but if in doubt, give Lindley’s a call or pop into one of 
our tyre replacement centres in Nottingham to find out more. 
6. Winter tyres 
Winter tyres contain more natural rubber, allowing them to grip in icy conditions. However, they are designed to work 
at their optimum level when conditions are under 7°C so be sure to change them back when the weather becomes 
warmer. 
7. Tread depth 
The official tread depth for you car tyres is 1.6mm. You can check this with a 20 pence piece. Insert the coin into the 
tread and if the tyre tread comes up over the band around the coin, they are the legal depth. If not, it’s time to get 
them replaced. If in doubt at all, bring your car along to one of our tyre replacement centres in Nottingham. 
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Contact Us 
 
Send us an email for more 
information about the club’s 
activities or to join us.  
 
Angie Haughton - Area 
Secretary 
angie_neston@btinternet.com  
 
Neil Wallace - Club Liaison 
neil.d.wallace@me.com  
 
Mike Haughton - Events 
mgc_mike@btinternet.com  
 
Martin Williamson - PR/
Newsletter 
martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
Volunteers: 
Steven Brace, Rob Fryer, Neil 
Gray, and Neil Kennedy.  
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

2018 Club Events 
Visit the club website for online information and details. 
 
May: 
 Tues, 8th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Sun, 13th - The Cheshire Candles Charity Run - 

www.candlesrun.org 
 Wed, 23rd - Evening run. 
 
June: 
 Sun, 3rd - Cars & Coffee Cheshire - 7.30am Wrexham Road P&R 
 Tues, 12th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Wed, 27th - Evening run. 
 
July: 
 Sun, 8th - Clywd Practical Classics Car Show 
 Sun, 8th - Cars & Coffee Cheshire - 7.30am Wrexham Road P&R 
 Tues, 10th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Sun, 15th - Hooton Hangars at Ellesmere Port 
 Wed, 18th - Evening run. 
 Sun, 29th - Classics at the Castle, Bodelwyddan 
 
August: 
 Tues, 14th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Wed, 22nd - Evening run. 
 Sat - Mon, 25th - 27th - Gold Cup weekend at Oulton Park with club 

stand 
 
September: 
 Sat, 1st - MG Car Club Race meeting at Oulton Park. 
 Sun, 2nd - Fest. Of 1000 Classics, Cholmondeley Castle.  
 Tues, 11th  - Club night at the Old Hall Farm. 
 Sat - Sun, 15th - 16th - FJ Classic Show at Event City, Manchester 
 Sun, 16th - Cars & Coffee Cheshire - 7.30am Wrexham Road P&R 
 Sun, 23rd - Candles Charity Classic Car Show at Chester Lakes  
 
More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye on the 
website. 

Monthly Talks:  

Hopefully we’ll have part 2 of Roger Hetherington’s excellent 
recounting of his mis-spent youth in motorsport, we’ll keep you 
posted.  

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Newsletter Matters and 
Competition 

 
The newsletter is produced monthly and 
we hope it is of interest.  Whilst we have 
some content for ongoing issues, it would 
be great to get input from you as 
members.  Whether that be photographs 
or updates please send anything through 
to martin@mginfo.co.uk 
 
The photo competition is currently on 
hold.   

Club branded Merchandise is now available to order at the meetings 
 
We're using a local firm and are adding a small mark up to go 
towards the club funds. Orders will be taken at each monthly 
meeting along with payment (we've decided to avoid PayPal 
owing to the charges) and the items will be delivered at the 
following meeting. 
Please visit the website for more detail on colours and sizes. 

mailto:angie_neston@btinternet.com
mailto:neil.d.wallace@me.com
mailto:mgc_mike@btinternet.com
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk
http://www.westcheshiremgoc.club
http://www.candlesrun.org
http://www.westcheshiremgoc.club
mailto:martin@mginfo.co.uk

