
1  

WC READING  

MATTER 
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- Neil Kennedy  
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Grace Louise Kennedy with proud 
Dad, Neil. 

Area Secretary Welcome 
 

Highlights from October 
 
This month is all about additions...pink, blue, red, green on cream!  But more of that in 
the  Member News below.  Otherwise, apart from  a good turnout at Cars & Coffee by 
the members, there hasn't been much to report.  Neil Wallace has been busy and 
there’s an update inside on the 2017 Cheshire Candles Charity Run.   

A reminder, though, if you plan to be at the Christmas Dinner (Tuesday, 13th of 
December at The Old Hall Farm) please let me have your menu choices and deposit if 
you haven’t already done so. 

So onto the good news... 

Member news 

As always we’d like to welcome new members that have recently joined us.  Please 
ensure we have your contact details. 
 
Speaking of new members, our hearty congratulations to Sarah and Neil Kennedy on 
the birth of their daughter, Grace Louise, born on the 3rd November weighing in at 6lb 
9oz.  We look forward to meeting Grace soon!  Grace will be useful in the garage for 
all those hard to reach places on your MGB, Neil!  And as she outgrows her 
babygrows, there’ll be no excuses 
for a dirty car! Just remove the pop 
fasteners and Grace before 
polishing! 
 
In addition, we hear Amy Williamson 
has joined in the MG fun, albeit, and 
somewhat surprisingly, with a Rover 
Streetwise.  It will rust, it will leak, 
and these were sold in China as the 
MG3 SW, so we guess it will do!  
Meanwhile, Gail has traded the MG3 
in so whilst the Williamson fleet has 
expanded to five cars, there’s just 
two MGs in the garage now, and 
one of those was recently swapped.  
Turns out a local former owner of 
the MG 1300 was very keen to buy it 
back , so an MG 1100 MkI now sits 
in the garage. 
 
Talking of expanding fleets, the  
Haughtons have set a new record 
going from five to six MGs!  Mike 
missed his ZT so much he just had 
to have another, this time a ZT-T 
180.  For those that don’t know the 
180, that’s a 2.5 KV6 engine with 
auto gearbox.  Mike is taking this 
being 60 plus thing quite seriously, 
then? 
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Winter MG Driving 

If you are inclined to take a drive out 
then remember, below 7°C (45°F) 
your Summer tyres will struggle for 
grip as the rubber hardens.   

Now is a good time to consider 
getting the underside treated or 
renew past treatments of Waxoyl or 
Dinitrol. 

After your drive out and letting the 
exhaust and brakes cool down, put a 
hose and sprinkler under your car 
and draw it through so that the fresh 
water washes out any salt and mud.   

Keep the wheel arches clean by 
spraying in and around when 
washing the car to avoid mud and 
salt building up. 

At the very least, give the bodywork 
a good coat of polish and consider 
using one of those detailing sprays 
after every wash to help leave a 
protective coat on the paint and 
chrome work.   

Lastly, remember that short runs in 
this weather will lead to a lot of 
condensation so consider changing 
the oil again before the Summer 
season. 

Winter Club Activities 

We have had some positive 
feedback to the possibility of a 
Lakes weekend or an Ireland Tour 
next year.  Please let us know if you 
are interested as we can plan this 
with enough support. 

In addition, Angie has information on 
the Cloverlands Model Car Museum 
in Montgomery.  So if you fancy a 
run out (even in your modern car) 
we can organize something for the 
new year? 

We can also organize a Rolling 
Road session at £30 per car if there 
is any interest? 

Martin’s 1967 MG 1100. 

Owning MGs and being “Green” - Martin Williamson 

So you want to get out there and enjoy your MG, but you’re feeling a little guilty 

about the “green” aspect of using your MG just for fun?  Whether you believe 

carbon emissions are to blame for climate change or not, the hard fact is that air 

quality has improved in recent years.  But motor car emissions are a small fraction 

of the emissions; it’s the manufacturing and power generation industry that is the 

real culprit.  But we can still own an MG and get some element of guilt-free 

pleasure from driving them; even if that means considering some alternatives to 

reduce our impact.   

Some take the train to work; some work from home, and some members are 

retired.  Surely that allows us the right to take our MGs out for an enjoyable spin?  

Not everyone can work from home, but then again, why not use your MG as an 

everyday car?  I used my 1980 MGB GT for several years to get to clients all over 

the UK.  Another thing that one can do is go for a drive in the evening, mid-week, in 

Summer.  During school term especially, the roads can be pleasantly quiet from 

about 7pm onwards, meaning that you’ll get better fuel economy while out driving 

and you won’t get stuck in the traffic that clogs our roads during the day or 

especially at weekends.  

Of course there are all the obvious tips for fuel saving, which let’s face it most of us 

will do for mercenary rather than planet saving reasons.  Correct tyre pressures 

(don’t over inflate for safety reasons) and properly aligned steering will help, 

removing unnecessary weight is another tip.   Keep the engine properly serviced 

and maintained to minimise unnecessary fuel usage from worn plugs, contact 

points or carburettors.  I don’t drive to be economical, but I monitor the fuel 

economy; I do this regularly because it will highlight a problem. 

However, for those that are rebuilding their classic MG, why not look at using water

-based paints?  Or if it is an engine rebuild, why not consider a bit of engine tuning?  

As daft as that sounds, making more power efficiently results in better fuel 

economy if you don’t over-indulge in that extra power with a foot to the floor driving 

style! 

For those that do use their classic MGs for commuting and rack up the miles 

annually then here are a few other points to consider.  These are contentious points 

resulting in loss of originality, but as I said we also need to modify our thinking if we 

want to alleviate any sense of guilt about driving for pleasure. 

With my 1980 MGB GT I followed a course of tuning the engine.  The rebuild meant 

that I could use modern oils which are designed for much longer service life.  Being 

in the business of lubrication I was able to monitor the oil’s progress and I 

frequently went up to 10 000 miles between oil changes using Mobil 1’s 0W40 oil.  

It may have been more expensive to buy but in the end the cost worked out the 

same as using cheaper oils more frequently.     Continued on next page. 



Continued from previous page.  

Oil consumption was minimal and wear rates were negligible.  The slightly 

thinner than commonly recommended 20W50 oil meant better fuel economy, too.  

Likewise, I used good quality gear and diff oils for the same reasons. I fitted K&N 

air filters to eliminate the need to frequently replace the paper elements. I 

switched to silicone DOT5.0 brake fluid and long service life coolant.  In order to 

avoid the loss of efficiency with deteriorating points, I fitted a Ford Electronic 

Distributorless Ignition System (EDIS) that allowed me to map the best advance 

curve to suit my engine, gaining a 10bhp power increase at the rear wheels over 

the new distributor I was using at the time.  With having also removed the rubber 

bumpers to reduce mass, I was able to see 36mpg or better on motorway runs at 

Lane 3 speeds.  I used Shell’s Vpower 99, a fuel that I find offers better economy 

in all of my cars, whilst maintaining clean carburettors and injectors.  Whilst I still 

maintained a policy of regular inspections, I was not spending on spares and 

consumables, thus saving my wallet and the planet.   

Other tips that add up to marginally better fuel economy are using LED lights and 

low rolling resistance tyres, along with Sebring style headlamp guards on your 

MGB.  An electric fan and an electric water pump might add load to the 

alternator, but these reduce load on the engine and circulate the water at the 

appropriate flow rate to ensure optimum cooling. 

Of course, whilst on the theme of unoriginal, another approach might be to 

replace the A or B Series engine in your Magnette, A, B, or Midget with a more 

up to date power unit.  The T Series, whilst still an iron block, has an alloy twin 

cam head, and according to Roger Parker, could potentially offer more than 

50mpg in your MGB as a result of the 150bhp potential.  It should fit with little 

effort, and the cost is about the same as rebuilding your B Series.  Or if you 

prefer, there’s the K Series, an exceptionally light alloy engine, but with a bit 

more effort and a Ford Type 9 gearbox could potentially offer even greater 

economy. 

Or as other members have done, there’s always an LPG conversion, or even 

battery power for your MGF. 

So whether you choose to just enjoy your MG for a few hundred miles a year or 

to use it as an everyday commuter, there are ways to make changes, small or 

big, that can add up to a major impact. 

Cheshire Candles Charity 

Run - 2017 

Update by Neil Wallace. 

Firstly, the date to note is the Sunday, 
the 14th of May, 2017.  Mark your 
diaries now!   

Progress on the planning has gone very 
well, with a finish venue identified.  
Negotiations with the council are in 
progress regarding the starting point at 
the Chester Castle car park.  A mid-point 
halt is still being sought, and a route is 
currently being drawn up.  So we’re well 
ahead of schedule at this stage and the 
marketing of the event will start in the 
next month in earnest as we have an 
ambitious target of two hundred cars.  
As before, that includes all MGs of all 
ages as well as any car made before 
1960. 

Thanks to the early promises of 
sponsorship, we’re also in a healthy 
financial position to cover the costs and 
so once again, all entry money from 
participants will go to charity with a 
target this year of £4,500.00.  At this 
stage the charities are yet to be decided 
but it is likely that one of them will be 
heart related. 

The destination for the run has been 
chosen as the British Ironwork Centre at 
Oswestry.  Whilst many of you may have 
been there, the decision to use the 
Centre made sense as they will have 
their Plant Hunters’ Fair on at the same 
time and along with other live 
entertainment and music, the artisan 
workshops will be open that weekend, 
too.  We’re considering two route 
options; a shorter run for those that want 
to enjoy the Centre for longer in the 
afternoon, and a longer route for those 
that aren’t as keen.  Picnics and dogs 
are allowed which is an added incentive 
over other venues. 

Thanks to the team for their efforts. 

Mike & Angie with Craig Powell and the new ZT-T. 
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Contact Us 

Send us an email for more 

information about the club’s 

activities or to join us.  

West Cheshire MGOC 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Visit us on the web at  

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Forthcoming Events 
We need your feedback and suggestions for the next 
few months! 

December: 

 Tuesday, 13th Dec - Christmas meal at the Old Hall Farm - Please 

contact Angie Haughton regarding your menu choices and deposit. 

2017 
February: 

 Sunday, 19th of February - Spares Day at Stoneleigh in Warwickshire. 

April: 

 Sunday, 23rd of April - The annual  Drive-it-day event which this year 

we’re hoping to organize with Hodnet Hall as our destination 

May: 

 Sunday, 14th of May - The third Cheshire Candles Charity Run. 

June: 

 Saturday, 10th June  - The Hale Village Show organized by North West 

Casual Classics 

 Sat/Sun 17 - 18 June—MGLive! At Silverstone (MGCC) 

 

More dates to follow in the next issue and keep an eye on the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Amy’s first car - 2004 Rover Streetwise 

A selection of photos from Cars & Coffee - 


