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Steve Brace’s immaculate 1966 MGB Roadster- Photo by Steve. 

Area Secretary Welcome 
 
Highlights from September 
 
September proved to be a diverse and enjoyable month.  First up was a wet day at 
Oulton Park watching the MGCC racing and the John Woods Motorcare sponsored 
Trophy Race, with some members taking to the wet track for a parade lap.  The 
following day proved much better weatherwise for the Festival of 1000 Classics at 
Cholmondeley Castle with fourteen cars on the stand.   

The club night was well attended again and the raffle raised over £50 for the coffers, 
so thank you to all who bought tickets or donated prizes for the support!   

Hooton Hangars again turned up a beautiful day of sunshine and eight cars on display 
at the aero-jumble and open day.  The good weather lasted for the Thursday evening 
run to Ken West’s T-Type workshop where there was a good turnout of members, with  
eight MGs showing up.   

The month ended with our Autumn Run to Bodnant Gardens with nine MGs turning up 
at the start at Chester Castle car park coinciding with the Cars & Coffee event. 

Member news 
We’d like to welcome new members that have recently joined us.  Please ensure we 
have your contact details. 
 
Terry Hunt’s car has been largely behaving itself, Angie Haughton’s red Midget has 
been turning up in a variety of places and not always with her at the helm, Martin 
Williamson has been reducing his MG fleet,  Steve Brace has fitted new batteries and 
is up and running again, Craig Powell has a new flying suit, Neil Kennedy has been 
busy with DIY, and Mike Haughton has been busy fixing the club gazebo. 
 
Do you have any news, major works, MOT failures or successes or new cars, let us 
know, and send us the pictures. 
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Winter MG Lay-Ups 
As Winter approaches some of us 
will be taking our cars off the road 
and some attending to much needed 
maintenance. Of course some will 
keep on motoring through the 
blizzards and snow drifts!   

So keep in mind that as a club we’re 
here to help.  Whilst you cannot beat 
using a professional garage, 
remember that quite a number of the 
members are veterans at MG DIY.  
So if you have any queries or need 
advice, don’t be afraid to email, call 
or come along to the Winter 
meetings and ask! 

Club members will often help out, 
whether you need an extra pair of 
hands, or some specialist tools or 
even the use of a lift/ramp, don’t be 
afraid to ask. 

Winter Club Activities 
Over the Winter months, the only 
major club activity of note is the 
Christmas dinner at the December 
Tuesday night club meeting. 

However, it is an opportunity to do a 
few non-MG related activities such 
as quizzes, speakers or even visits. 

In order to organise this sort of 
activity we do need your input and 
suggestions so please let us know 
what you would like us to arrange. 

On another note, who fancies doing 
a weekend away in the Lake District 
or a tour of Ireland?  Let us have 
your feedback, please. 

An overcast start to the Cholmondeley Castle show. 

Hooton Hangars 
Report by Martin Williamson 
 
To be honest and much to my chagrin, despite having lived in the area for 
seventeen years, I was totally unaware of The Hangars and the work of the Hooton 
Park Trust.  However, a successful Sunday event that the club attended has 
rectified that for me, and, as with The Boat Museum nearby, it’s fantastic to see the 
preservation of these sites, their buildings and their workings, along with the rich 
history accompanying them.  In fact, Mike Foulkes is one of the volunteers 
supporting their efforts. 

“The Hooton Park Trust (HPT) was formed in 2000 with the aim of forming a Trust 
to oversee and manage the restoration of the remaining WW1 hangars on the 
former RAF airfield at Hooton Park, Cheshire. The long term aim is to provide a 
multifunctional site, as well as restoring the buildings & the site itself as valuable 
historic artefacts in their own right. The buildings will then provide the perfect 
environment for the projects and initiatives that are planned. 

Much still remains of the Hooton Park airfield and its buildings. Three original, 
Belfast-trussed, hangars dominate the landscape, surrounded by the original 
access roads, taxiways, and numerous outbuildings and offices, all steeped in the 
colourful history of this one-time Royal Air Force airbase. 

Some of the runway also exists. All manner of aircraft types have operated from 
this aerodrome, for example Austers of the Army Air Training Corps, Supermarine 
Spitfires of 610 Sqdn, and, during the postwar years, classic jets such as Gloster 
Meteors, De Havilland Vampires, Venoms and much much more. 

There are numerous projects on-going at Hooton Park. Alongside the on-going 
restoration of the buildings themselves, associated groups and individuals are 
progressing with their own restoration projects. 

With the vital assistance afforded by the associated groups and volunteers involved 
with the resurrection of Hooton Park (and hopefully not forgetting the National 
Lottery), the aim of making this former RAF airfield come alive once again will be 
realised. 

Special mention must also go to Vauxhall Motors who have been very supportive in 
getting The Hooton Park Trust off the ground. 

Getting to Hooton Park couldn't be easier - it is situated just off the M53 motorway 
(Junction 6), very close to the 
"Cheshire Oaks" shopping 
complex in Ellesmere Port, nr 
Liverpool. Nearby attractions 
also include The Boat 
Museum and, of course, the 
Beatles museum in Liverpool 
itself. 

 (Quoted from their website: 
www.hootonparktrust.co.uk) 

http://www.hootonparktrust.co.uk)


Other September news and club matters. 
Neil Wallace’s MG TF 1500 was on the MG Owner’s Club stand at the 
Footman James Manchester Classic Car Show where he won the prize 
for the best private entry. Well done!   

As mentioned the club raffle night helped to raise money for the coffers 
to use for purchases such as the flags and the gazebo.  However, it is 
thanks to the support of the members that these costs are kept at a 
reasonable level, and a big thank you to Mike Haughton for sorting out 
some of the issues with the gazebo which helped avoid the cost of a new 
one.  In addition, thanks also to Neil Gray, who apart from undertaking 
the task of the route for the Autumn run, is also helping Mike with making 
the flags a little easier to transport and sorting sturdier pegs for the 
gazebo.  Similarly, thanks to Mike Foulkes who also provided the display 
boards for the Candles Run that we also use on the stand. 

Whilst some of the costs are carried by the members themselves, such 
as the fuel when sorting out routes, or the printing of the route books and 
this newsletter, the committee hope you understand that the £1 collected 
at the monthly meetings is for a good cause as we receive no funding 
from the MGOC.  It ensures that deposits can be paid for events and 
other bookings, as well as helping us to offer the bacon butties on the 
event stands.  Speaking of which, a huge thank you to Kev and Angie 
Robinson for sorting the bacon and sausage butties out at the events! 

Your support and offer of assistance is always welcomed and in addition, 
any suggestions you may have for events, runs or visits are always 
gratefully received.   

Ken West’s Workshop 

On Thursday evening, the 22nd of 
September we had our visit to Ken 
West’s T-Type workshop on the 
Barrowmore estate.  Ten members and 
roughly eight MGs met at the Old  Hall 
Farm, and departed around 7.00pm for a 
short run to Barrowmore where we 
enjoyed a look around the workshop and 
spent some time hearing from Ken West 
about the trials and tribulations of 
restoring and maintaining this type of 
MG.   

A huge thank you to Ken West for giving 
of his time and to Neil Wallace who 
kindly arranged this visit and a route 
map for the run to the Barrowmore 
Estate.   

Kev and Angie Robinson’s 
improved catering unit for 

the stand. 

Visit to Ken West’s T-Type workshop. 

David Glampin’s lovely 1954 MG TD. 
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more 
information about the club’s 
activities or to join us.  

West Cheshire MGOC 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Visit us on the web at  

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Forthcoming Events 
We need your feedback and suggestions for the next 
few months! 
December: 
 Tuesday, 13th Dec - Christmas meal at the Old Hall Farm - Please 

contact Angie Haughton regarding your menu choices and deposit. 

 

 

 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 
Rob Fryer in his MGC GT at Oulton Park. 

Caption Competition! Send us your captions! 

Glorious start to the Hooton 
Hangars event. 
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