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“brilliant day … 
couldn’t have 

asked for better 
weather either” 
- Craig Roberts 

on the Gold Cup 
Monday 
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An Austin Healey going sideways at the Gold Cup weekend. 

Area Secretary Welcome 
 
Highlights from August 
 
August has been a fantastic month for those that stayed around to enjoy it. More 
importantly, we had a great monthly meeting with a really good turnout.  In addition to 
the charity cheque handover, we welcomed visiting club members from Australia, Ken 
and Bennie Campbell from the Hunter Region MGCC in Newcastle, NSW.  What an 
amazing collection of classic MGs they have restored! 

With our trip to the South of France to enjoy some sunshine in the RV8, we missed out 
on some of the month’s activities but were back in time to enjoy the predictable wet 
weather run to the Bluebell Café which was well attended  and very enjoyable. 

The big event of the month was the Gold Cup at Oulton Park. Although we understand 
that a minor clerical error almost put paid to the plans but nevertheless, it went off well 
with unseasonable sunshine and a great turnout. 

Member news 

We’d like to welcome new members that have recently joined us.  Please ensure we 
have your contact details. 
 
The Haughton’s RV8 has racked up yet more foreign miles this month, whilst Derek 
Gregory’s suspension has been sorted on his Maxi, Gail Williamson’s MG3 has 
contracted proper MG ailments; rust, and Mike Foulkes MGB has been playing up a 
little!   It was good to see Colin Tunstall’s low-mileage MGB GT out and about, too! 
 
Do you have any news, major works, MOT failures or successes or new cars, let us 
know, and send us the pictures. 
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Remembering 

Chris Galley 

At the August monthly meeting of 
the West Cheshire MGOC at the 
Old Hall Farm at Cheshire Oaks, we 
handed over a cheque (£1,910.00) 
for half of the raised money to 
Sarcoma UK in memory of Chris 
Galley, a late member of the club 
who succumbed to this rare cancer 
this time last year. RIP, Chris. 
Thanks to Sue Galley, his widow, 
and her daughters, for taking the 
time to come and join us at this 
evening, along with Phil & Elaine 
Smith, past members and close 
friends with Chris and Sue.  

Later in the month on the Friday 
afternoon (26th August) the 
committee met the Mayor of 
Wrexham at the Nightingale 
Hospice in Wrexham to handover 
the other half of the charity money, 
£1,910.00, raised from the 2016 
Candles Run. The staff and the 
Mayor and Mayoress were very 
pleased to receive the cheque and 
asked us to pass on our thanks 
again to you all!  (Photos - M Haughton) 

At the North Cheshire Classic Car Show (Photo N Wallace) 

The Historic Gold Cup at Oulton Park 
Report by Martin Williamson 

Without a doubt this must be one of the most attractive motorsport circuits in the 
country with most sections of the track within reasonable walking distance, great 
vantage points and lots of grass as opposed to concrete hardstanding.  With so 
much happening most weekends, some members, like Keith Bond, have a season 
pass which is a must if you are visiting regularly.   The highlights of the calendar for 
MG enthusiasts have to be the BTCC, the MGCC/MGOC series and, of course, the 
Historic Gold Cup held every August Bank Holiday weekend. 

What’s the Gold Cup weekend all about? The 1950s and 60s brought non-
championship Formula One races to Cheshire and continued a tradition for the 
sport's top echelon following the demise of Aintree's Grand Prix events. 
Representing this era will be the Historic Grand Prix Cars Association, with races 
for classics including Italy's Maserati and the British 'garagiste' outfits Cooper and 
Lotus. 

The 1970s saw Formula 5000 and later Group 8 competition qualify for the Gold 
Cup, which also incorporated Formulae 2 and 3 machinery. The HSCC's Derek Bell 
Trophy encapsulates this period and continues to be a popular attraction at the 
modern-day event. 

In the 1990s the Gold Cup was awarded to the winner of BTCC races at Oulton 
Park during the sport's epic Super Touring era. This is commemorated with the 
return of the Super Touring Car Trophy, in which past masters John Cleland and 
Patrick Watts have competed in their Vauxhall and Peugeot cars against rivals 
including Honda Accords, Nissan Primeras, Ford Mondeos and much more. 

The Gold Cup also includes races for older Touring Cars, including Lotus Cortinas, 
Mini Coopers and American muscle cars, plus single seaters and sportscars. 

The classic car club involvement is a unique side-show to the main racing, with a 
display area.  The driver of each displaying classic car gets a free entry ticket for 
the whole weekend, and this attracts in excess of five hundred or more classics on 
peak days of the weekend.  The Cholmondeley Power & Speed organisers could 
take some lessons from this!  In addition to the display area, this year included an 
invitation Cheshire Concours D’Esprit with entries being judged on spirit of 
ownership and a parade lap of the circuit prior to the judging.  That said, the classic 
buses appeared to go a little faster than the parade lap of Concours entrants! 

West Cheshire MGOC fielded a good turnout of mainly MGs if one overlooks the 
odd Rover, Jaguar and Mazda that appeared at times.  Chef Kev Robinson was on 
hand all weekend to make 
sure the exhibitors were fed 
with bacon and sausage 
butties!  Despite the ominous 
predictions, Saturday was the 
only real day with any threat of 
rain and Monday was 
absolutely glorious with the 
result that some were as red 
as Neil Wallace’s MG TF by 
the end of the day. 



Other August News. 
Some sad news to begin with, Sam Jerrett, chairman of the Chester 
& Wrexham MG Owner’s Club passed away from cancer.  Our 
condolences to his family.   

There was a good turnout for the show at Claremont Farm in 
Clatterbridge on the Sunday, 14th of August for the North Cheshire 
Classic Car Show.  Neil Gray and Neil Wallace organised the stand 
on the day in the absence of the rest of the team and had eight cars 
on display including a several guests form the Octagon Car Club.  

Tatton Park’s Passion For Power event over the weekend of the 
20th/21st of August was busy, but heavy with the threat of rain.  Neil 
Wallace was there as an individual entry.  If club members would like 
to have a stand there in 2017, please let the committee know so that 
it can be included in the events list.   

Please keep us posted on your news and any suggestions or input 
you have for the club. 

August Evening Run 

On Thursday, the 25th of August we 
had our evening run.  We met at the 
Old  Hall Farm, and departed around 
7.00pm for a short run to the 
Bluebell Café at Barrowmore where 
we enjoyed an evening meal.  A 
huge thank you to Neil Wallace who 
kindly arranged this visit and a route 
map for the run to the Barrowmore 
Estate.  The volunteer ladies at the 
Bluebell Café put on a great evening 
for us and in fact, it’s quite possible 
we may hold our Christmas dinner 
there, too. 

Kev Robinson contemplates 
starting the breakfast. 

Did you know that the late model MGB was the inspiration 
for the design of the MGF front end?   

Martin Farrar’s MGF and Colin Tunstall’s MGB GT. 

The Williamsons on tour in Southern Ireland during 
August in the family MG3. 
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Contact Us 
Send us an email for more 
information about the club’s 
activities or to join us.  

West Cheshire MGOC 

angie_neston@btinternet.com  

neil.d.wallace@me.com  

martin@mginfo.co.uk 

Visit us on the web at  

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Forthcoming Events 
September: 
 Saturday, 3rd Sept - MGCC Race Championships at Oulton 

Park with the John Woods Trophy Cup 
 Sunday, 4th Sept - Festival of 1000 Classics at 

Cholmondeley Castle 
 Sat/Sun, 17/18th Sept - Event City, Trafford Park, 

Manchester.  No club stand. 
 Thursday, 22nd Sept - Visit to Ken West’s pre-War MG 

workshop. Leave from the Old Hall Farm at 7.00pm. 
 Sunday, 25th Sept - Autumn Run starting at the Cars & 

Coffee event at Chester Castle Car Park. Destination TBA. 
October: 
 Sunday, 2nd Oct - North Wales Walled Towns Run—

individual entries for  this event. Free to enter. 

December: 
 Tuesday, 13th Dec - Christmas meal at the Old Hall Farm 

www.westcheshiremgoc.club 

Gold Cup weekend at Oulton Park. 
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